February 17, 2014
TREND/ISSUE TEAM STATEMENT

ISSUE TEAM: Environment

DESIRED OUTCOME - Oklahomans will prevent/decrease the degradation of their environments

TREND: Why is it an issue in Oklahoma?

In Oklahoma, there are more than 600 bodies of water impaired by pollutants and over 100 Public Water Supply systems
draw water from impaired lakes and streams (Oklahoma DEQ). Oklahoma is ranked 11" in the nation in total energy
consumption per capita (U.S. Energy Information Administration, 2011). It is estimated that the ingredients for the
average American meal travel over 1,500 miles before arriving at the table; rising fuel prices will ensure rising food
prices. Americans throw away more than 40% of the food we prepare (EPA, 2013). The average American produces 4.4
pounds of garbage every day, but only recycles 1.53 pounds of that waste (EPA, 2011). In Oklahoma, barely over 50% of
our households have access to recycling programs. (Oklahoma Recycling Association)

INDIVIDUAL OUTCOMES [Value to Participants]:
Participants in extension programs will have potential to change behaviors in these areas:

e Increase selection and home preservation of home, locally and regionally produced foods

e Increase number of Oklahomans who compost, donate goods for others to use, repurpose, and recycle

e Oklahomans will increase energy management

e Decrease food and packaging waste and use of disposable products

e Increase number of Oklahomans who maintain, conserve and protect natural resources (air, land,
water)

SOCIETAL OUTCOMES [Public Value]:

Composting will prevent pollution by preventing erosion and silting and preventing pollutants in storm water runoff
from reaching surface water resources. Improved water quality will reduce water treatment costs for municipalities.
Recycling and reusing goods will extend municipal landfill life by reducing the amount of materials taken to landfills.
Recycling is good not only for Oklahoma’s environment and natural resources, but also its economy. Over 5,000
Oklahoma jobs related to recycling have been created, which result in over $300 million in annual payroll
(www.recycleok.org ). Consuming foods that are grown/ produced locally and regionally will save Oklahomans money

and increase state revenues.

Communities/Counties will have the potential to make changes in these areas:

e Establish or continue collection points/times for recycling/reuse of consumer and agriculture goods

e Cooperate with county leaders, volunteers and interested parties to establish or continue farmers’ markets
providing local and regional products

e Inaugurate a county beautification campaign



