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TREND/ISSUE TEAM STATEMENT

ISSUE TEAM: Safety

DESIRED OUTCOME - Oklahomans will reduce risks that could harm their health, well-being, and safety in their
homes, homesteads and communities

TREND: Why is it an issue in Oklahoma?

In Oklahoma, falls, fires/burns, and poisonings are significant sources of unintentional home injury deaths among all age
groups (Runyan, Marshall, Coyne-Beasley & Casteel, 2005). Among all age groups, older adults are most likely to die due
to home injury. Over 14% of Oklahoma’s population is age 65 years and older, and of those, 10% live alone (Centers for
Disease Control, CDC). One out of three adults age 65 and older fall each year, costing Medicare between $9,113 and
$13,507 per fall (CDC). Approximately 9% of Americans suffer from some form of serious physical disability. It is
estimated that between 15 and 30 percent of American farm operators and farm workers have physical disabilities,
many of them sustained on the farm (Oklahoma AgrAbility). There is a significant connection between housing and
health. As many as 6 million U.S. families live in substandard housing conditions, that is, units that are not structurally
sound, habitable, and in good repair (24 CFR 5.703). Just some severe or moderate physical problems include lack of hot
or cold-piped water, being uncomfortably cold during the winter for 24 hours or longer, and having unvented
combustion appliances as the main source of heat (American Housing Survey, 2011). The estimated national health care
cost associated with environmental-related diseases such as asthma, lead poisoning, and cancer is $76.6 billion a year
(Trasande & Liu, 2011). Missed school and work days have additional economic impact. Oklahoma is vulnerable to many
natural disasters each year such as tornadoes, ice storms, floods and wildfires. These disasters can cause significant
financial loss by destroying homes and businesses.

INDIVIDUAL OUTCOMES [Value to Participants]:
Participants in extension programs will have potential to change behaviors in these areas:

e Increase number of Oklahomans completing safety audits to identify potential hazards in the home/homestead

e Increase number of Oklahomans practicing safety and injury/secondary injury prevention

e Increase number of Oklahomans prepared for emergencies

e Increase number of Oklahomans using assistive technology (Any tool or service that helps a person living with a
condition that limits their ability to achieve an activity of daily living. This can be as simple as a “lever” door
handle instead of a “knob” to turn, or as complex as a hydraulic lift to help someone from a wheelchair into a
tractor)

e Increase number of Oklahomans with injury/disability who are seeking assistance

SOCIETAL OUTCOMES [Public Value]:

An increase in the number of aging Oklahomans able to safely live independently will reduce Medicare costs to the
state. Improved housing will result in a healthier workforce and attract new businesses to the state. By helping injured
Oklahomans return to the workforce the number of people requiring Social Security Disability assistance will decrease.
Improving housing and reducing housing related health issues will positively affect individuals, families, and
communities.



