ISSUES THE MILITARY NEEDS HELP WITH
Source:  General Lynch and wife Sarah Lynch, during Board on Human Sciences plenary at the Association of Public Land-Grant Universities annual meeting, November 2010.
The war is anticipated to last at least 10 more years. The army is at risk because of on the strain on the family
1. Continuing education. Partnering with universities to offer associates and bachelor’s degrees while on duty. Some areas of need include financial, family counselors.

2. Survivors outreach. 80% of the soldiers which die on duty are under age of 25. That leaves about 25,000 Gold Star family members that need help coping. Support families with:
a. The injured. Ex. Young wives with a returning husband that is now incapacitated
b. Help school teachers learn how to help kids in their classroom who have parents deployed, abusive, and deceased, etc.
c. Guardians. Many times both spouses are deployed…guardians range from friends or family who need to be trained on how to deal with this.  
d. Missing important events in their families. Birthdays, graduations, etc. When deployed members are not present at this events it puts a strain in family relationships and in kids growing up.

3. Suicide Prevention.  It is a huge problem caused by three major reasons:
a. Failed relationships. Not being able to maintain spouse or significant other. Need relationship counseling and education
b. Financial Issues. Not able to manage money or secure employment upon returning.  This is very typical with reserve guards who return to a jobless situation. Desperately need financial counseling and education.
c. Substance Abuse. They are afraid of the stigma and thus do not seek help that is needed. This turn into domestic violence, suicide, etc. They cannot get enough counselors to help with this.

4. Family related policies research. Army needs dedicated research to help evaluate current policies and help them get the right policies for the army and the families.

5. Energy independence and security. Need research on how to be less dependent on fossil fuel (spend about $3.7 billion/year) and on how to reduce their “light” bill (currently at $1.7 billion/year)

6. What does resilience mean?  The army would like to have the research done for determining resiliency in military families.
