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IMPLICATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE EXTENSION: Enrollment in distance education is now growing faster than enrollment in on-campus education. These findings provide an introduction into the differences between online and on-campus student profiles as well as their outcomes. Educational organizations can benefit from this study because the results support the effectiveness of online classrooms. With more students needing to balance work and family with school schedules, these results are helpful to FCS programs because they can use them to promote enrollment and meet the needs of all types of students.

Overview
This study compared the profiles and outcomes between online students and on-campus students who enrolled in an upper-level Family and Consumer Science (FCS) course during two semesters

Method
Sample & Procedure: The sample consisted of 125 students across both online and on-campus courses. The study took place in a Department of Family and Consumer Sciences at a state-supported higher educational institution in Southeast Texas. Both classes required the same textbook and had the same instructor. Surveys were administered to each class following the end of the semester to gather profile information. Pretests and posttests were given to each class at the beginning and end of each semester to measure course attainment


Findings
The results of this study showed that the profiles between online students and on-campus students were similar. The majority of students enrolled in both classes were female, approximately 24 years old, enrolled full-time in school, working part-time, and commuting to campus. Differences were found between course characteristic preferences. Online students appreciated the scheduling flexibility while on-campus students valued the face-to-face interactions and social environment. 

When comparing the pretest and posttest scores, it was found that on-campus students performed slightly better than online students. However, the final grades were similar with more than the majority of both online students and on-campus students earning an A, B, or C. 

Conclusions
This study compared the profiles of FCS online students with FCS on-campus students and their outcomes. The profiles were found to be very similar, although they reported different needs for school courses. In addition, online students and on-campus students also had similar outcome performances. This is helpful for students who need to balance school with their work and family schedules. Future research should continue to expand the knowledge on distance education as public colleges are quickly adopting this method. They reported increasing the number of available online courses as one of their long-term goals. 
