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Implications for Cooperative Extension:
The population of Oklahoma is aging. Even though the population was selected from another country for this study, key points can be applied to elders in Oklahoma. If elders prefer to age in place, in other words, stay in their homes as long as possible, then the housing must be adapted to suit their changing needs.











Summary
The 2010 article, “Surveying Older Adults’ Opinions on Housing: Recommendations for Policy” finds hat among respondents aged 55+, 

The authors state that although there is policy and some programming to address needs for home accommodations, the literature is lacking in opinions and attitudes of seniors aged 55+ in relation to housing accommodation and services sensitive to their needs. The authors asked Canadian seniors about their housing preferences. Findings are based on 422 surveys collected in British Columbia, Canada. 

Selected findings
The key research finding was that most respondents reported being happy in their homes, wanting to stay in their homes and retain ownership. Other findings include the following:

When asked what arraignments would be necessary for respondents to remain in their homes, the most popular answers included:
· Modifications to increase accessibility (31.5%)
· Reducing property tax (11.6%)
· Adding a private suite (11.3%)\
· Home sharing (11.3%)
· Using a live-in housekeeper (10.2%)

Least popular responses included:
· Obtaining a reverse mortgage (5.9%)
· Life-hold estate (4.3%)
· Sale-leaseback (2.3%)

When asked about preferences if a move was requires, respondents indicated strong preferences for single-family detached housing. They were also willing to move to and own a duplex/townhouse, or manufactured housing. If respondents had to move to an apartment, then renting as opposed to ownership was preferred.

More than half of respondents expected changes in housing over the next 10 years due to changes in health. Nearly half (49.5%) that responded to a question about personal finances indicated that they could not afford necessary home modifications.

How does this fit into the Issue Teams?
Safety. We can reduce the risk of injury, including falls, in the home. There is a body of literature suggesting that older adults want to remain in their homes and retain ownership.  Honoring these preferences means that families must take action to ensure safety in the home. Extension can play a critical role in helping families make homes safer for elders as they are age in place.
