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Objective:

Materials Needed:

Introduction:

Leader Materials

Finding Transportation

1. To help the learner decide personal car needs,
wants and costs.

2. To help the person learn to evaluate a used car
before buying.

Learner's guide, pencils, access to the internet

Have learner name as many car manufacturers as he
or she can. (Examples: Ford, General Motors,
Chrysler, Toyota, Honda, Volkswagen, Nissan,
Hyundai, Isuzu, Jeep, etc.) Ask the question: "With
so many kinds of cars to choose from, how do you
decide which one to buy?" Today we are going to
talk about buying a car. Read page 1 of the learner's
guide.



To Say

To Do

How many car
manufacturers can you
name?

With so many kinds of cars
to choose from, how do you
decide which one to buy?

Today we are going to talk
about buying a car.

(Examples: Ford, General Motors,
Toyota, Chrysler, Jeep, Isuzu, Honda,
Volkswagen, Nissan, Hyundai, etc.)

Read page 1 of the learner’s guide.

Finding Transportation

Todzy you will learn: Hew to buy a car.

Buying a Car

Tinding transportation is not simple.
What kind of ransportation da you need?
What can you aflord?

Whal options are avaiiable?
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To Say

To Do

People buy cars according
to what they need, like and
can afford to pay.

Read and discuss pages 2-8 of the
learner's guide. Have learner decide
what kind of car he or she might need
by answering the questions on page 4.
The questions on page 6 should help
the learner determine what kind of car
he or she might like. Page 8 should be
used to help the learner figure how
much he or she can afford to pay for a
car.

Most people need a car.

Cars are needed o go to work and school.

Cars are used for shopping and fun trips.

11 you decide you need a car, there will be things

you will need lo think about.

What kind of car do you need?

What kind of car would you lixe?

£ W

How much can you pay?

$ $5
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What kind of car do youn need?

Your car needs may difler in several ways. Seime

people dtive on city streets. Others drive on country

ronds. Some peaple drive short distances, Qlhers

drive long distances. Some people need a car to

carry other people and lots of things. Others just

need voor for themselves.

Large cars or pickups do belter on country

roads (han small cars.

Smail cars are cheaper (o Tun than Yarge cars,

but are not as casy to ride in, You may need a

large car to hold olher people and things.

Oklahoma Cooperative Bxtension, Gklahoma State University




Where will you do most of your driving?

Arc gas costs important to you?,

How many peaple will be riding with you?
Is comfort important to you?

What size car do you think you need?

Why?

Y,

”

‘
°
[]
'

Where ean you find a car? Some places to look might

be in newspaper want ads, al car dealers and friends

wha i sething (heir cars,
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What kind of car wonld you like?

Cars differ in the way they look. Yo you wanta
ceriain make or color? There are several
companies that make cars. You will want to find
out as much as you can abewt different cars belore
you buy. You can learn about cars from consimer
magazines, your friends and Icli_tlivcs. Fepair

shops, ads, and car dealers.

Tiiere arc many types of cars to choose
from. You wil! have to decide what kind of

car you like.
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Here are just a few questions to help you decide what kind of car you like.

Do you want a pickup? __ Do you want a 2 door or a 4 door?

Do you wani a Do you wanl a

Do you want a converiible? Do you wanl a spotis car?

What color car do you want?

What features on a car <lo you want?

{Check those thal apply.)
____Automalic iransmission
... Air conditioning

__ Power brakes

i Power stecring

Power windows

Craise control

_.. lkadie
CD played/MP3

The make, color and features affect the price of the car. You ¢an save meney by not paylag extra

for features you do not wanl or will net use,
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What car can you afford?

The cost of a car is very important. Many times people do not have enough money lo pay cash

far a car. They have to buy on credit. To figure how much you can afford, subtract all your

monthly expenses from your monthly income. Hew much is lefi? Is there enough money for a

down payment and monthly payments? Wiil you have enough money to pay for other car cosis?

These cosls arc insurance, repairs and gas.
Examples: Monthty Bxpenses

Toed {costs abeve foed stamps)
Housing and utilitics
Houschold supplies
Child care
Recreation and personal goods
Medical plus insurance
Savings
Credit payments
Clathing

Other - gifts, chureh, schoof

supplies, restilulion, laxcs, cte.

Total
Your monthly income

Your monithly expenses

Oklahoma Cooperative Exiension, Oklahoma State University

$100.00
35000
35.00
100.00
30.00
2300
10.00
3500
40.00

100,00

$845.00
§975.00
- BA500

$130.00 car payment
Plus insurance,
laxes, title, license,
gas, inspection,
upkeep and repair




Figure how mich you can afford for a car on the form below.

Your monthly expenses
Tiood

Housing and ulilitics
Houschold supplics

Child care

Recreational and persenal goeds 5
Medical plug Insuratce
Savings

Credit payments

R N R I - -

Clothing

Other - gifts, chureh, schoot
supplics, restilution, taxes, ete. $

Total $,

Your monthly income $.

Your monthiy expenses - %

Plus insurance

taxes, title, license, gas,
inspection, upkeep and
repair
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To Say

To Do

Many people buy a used car
mstead of a new one.

Read and discuss page 9 of the
learner's guide,

You can buy a good used car if you shop carefully.

When you find a used car you like, check it out
using the form on the next pages. Then drive the
car. Take it to a mechanic. Ask if you should buy
the car.

2 7 4

L] »

Ask these questions aboul the car.

t. Why are you sclling the car?

2. s there a service record available?

2. Was the car driven in town or oul of lown?

4. Who owned the car?

Okialioma Coaperative Extension, Oklahoma State University




To Say

To Do

When looking at a used car,
consider these factors.

Read and discuss pages 10-11 of the
learner's guide. Use the checklist to

evaluate the learner's present car, the
leader's car or make arrangements to

go to a used car lot and evaluate a car.

Buying a Used Car

Outside

Is the paint color on the inside of (he door frame different?
is the painl different colors?

is there chiipped paint or rust?

Are there any dents?

Are the tires worm?

Are the lights not working?

15 it hard 1o elose the deors, hood er trunk?

Insiie

Are the seats worn?
Is it hard fo roll the windows up or down?
Are the floor mats ar floor womn?

Is the brake or cluich pedal worn?

Under the kooad

Are there wet spots on 1he radiator?

15 the water in the radiator vasty or dirty?
Are the hoses cracked?

Is the air fitler dirty?

1s the electtical wiring frayed or cracked?

1s the ¢il on the dipstick heavy or difly?

Cklahoma Cooperalive Exiension, Oklahoma State Universily
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Under the car YES NO

T+ the muftler or exhaust pipe worn?

Daes the car bounce after you rock it?

Behing ghe wheel

{s there too much play in the steering wheei?
Does the breke pedal sink o Lhe floor when you push it down?

Are there aiy gauges on he dashboard that de not werk?

Test Drive

1>oes it shifl gears roughly?

Is there any smoke when you take off? .
Docs it shake or swerve when you brake? o
1oes it shake when you take off?
Does it everheat? .
Docs it make unusual noises?
1s it hard lo steer?

Arc there grinding noises when you stop?

Do the wheels shake?

Oklahama Cooperative Extension, Cklahonta Staw University




To Say

To Do

A car 1s a major expense.
Buying a car requires
planning and consideration.

Read page 12 of the learner's guide.
Show learner a "Blue Book" or

"NADA Book" for finding car prices.

Role play negotiating a car deal.
Discuss any questions and concerns.

1T you answer yes to most of the queslions, forget
aboul the car. I you answer no, il might be a good

buy. Take it 1o a mechanic for his or her opinion.

1§ he mechanic says the ear is working good, you

will want (o negotiate a faiv price for the buyer

{you) and the setler. Find out what the “bhic book”

price is by calling a bank and asking.

The price an the car can be less il you trade-in your
ol car. Ask for a lower price even if you da net have

ait ald car to trade-in.

Oklabona Cooperative Extension, Oklahama Stae University




Buying a car ¢cosis & lot of money. You can buy

a car (hat meets your needs if you shop

carcfully.

Oklahoma Cooperative Extension, Oklalioma State University




To Say

To Do

Having a reliable way to get
to work is very important,
but sometimes we just can’t
afford to buy a car,

Look at transportation options on
page 14. Have learners come up with
other options. Ask if there are any
questions about today’s lesson.

1f you can't alford to buy a new or used car:

Ride a city bus or get a ride on a school bus,

Ciet a hicycle for shorter distances.

Lar peol.

Pay someone gus maney to give you & ride to work.

Oklahoma Cooperative Extension, Oklahoma State University 1



Extra Activities:

¢ Look at articles about cars in consumer magazines. Discuss how cars
are tested.

e Visit a car repair shop or dealer to talk about repair and maintenance
costs.

e Review car ads in the newspaper. Have learner pick out a car they
might be interested in. Make arrangements to go see the car.

e Show learner a "Blue Book" or "NADA Book" to use as a price guide
when buying a car. The local library or bank will have these books or
may be purchased at most bookstores.

e Bring in a Consumer Report Annual Buying Guide and let the
learners look at the car repair records to see how reliable different
kinds of cars are.
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