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Objective:

Materials Needed:

Introduction:

Leader Materials

Taking Care of a Car

1. To help the person understand routine
maintenance of a car.

2. To help the learner recognize the
characteristics of a quality repair shop.

Learner's guide, pencils, learner's car, car repair
supplies as needed (Example: oil, windshield
washer fluid, etc.)

Discuss personal car repair experiences. Stress
how proper car maintenance might have prevented
the problems from happening.



To Say

To Do

Everyone likes to own a car.,
Some people do not realize that
owning a car means more than
just paying for it, buying gas
and having money to pay for
insurance.

Read and discuss pages 1-4 of the
learner's guide. Have someone

show the learner how to check the
oil; and battery and radiator fluids,

Taking Care of a Car
Teday you will leam: How Lo care for & car.

Tuking Care of a Car

Owhning 2 car costs a lot of money. Some people try

(o cut car cosls by nod nraking repairs.
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All cars must be taken care of 1o keep them running
property and safely. You must yield 1o this check

jist of car repairs.

*  Check Muids in the battery, radiator, brakes,
power stecring, engine and anfomatic
Iransmission.

*  Have engine tune-ups as necded,

*  Check the oil. Add exira oil as needed. Change

the oil overy 5,000 miles.

* Keep the proper air pressure in lhe tires.

*  Rotate lires every 5,000 miles 1o help them Jast

jonger. Replace worn tires. Shop for free

rofating service.

*  Check lights Lo be sure lhey are working

properly.

*  Replace windshield wiper blades as needed.

#  [erd your owner's manual,
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Keep your car clean (o help it last longer, Dirlon a
car will hurt the finish. In sone areas, salt ar
chemicals are put on roads to mett ice. These can
hurd the car's paint. Wash the underside of the car
too. Touch up chips in the paint. Wax your car lo

pratect the paint.

Ouce you stop laking care of your car,
there may be 2 No U Turn te get it looking

as good as if once did.
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Keep right on taking care of your car.
‘This will make your car last longer and

will save you money.

You can lake a class 10 leam hew (o eare for your
car or ask someone to show you how. You can also
read about car maintenance ondine at

www edmunds.con.
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To Say

To Do

Sometimes cars give us
problems that we may not be
able to avoid. These problems

must be taken care of right away.

Read and discuss pages 5-6 of the
learner's guide. Make a list of local
car repair shops. Have learner
select a car repair shop. Visit the
shop and ask the questions on page
7 of the learner's guide.

When your car makes a strange noise or runs

differently, merge inle a repair shop. Have the

problem checked aut, This may keep a small
problem rom hecoming a big one. If you catch a
problem soan enough, you will be able to shop

around [or (he best buy in car repairs.

If you wait to have smail problems
checked out, you may lave 10 stop ahead
at the nearest service station or repair shop.
Then you may not gel the best service at
the best price. Do not be afraid to have a
mcchanic check the problem witl his
lesting equipment, Knowing the problem
for sure is far cheaper than puessing, The
car can still be repaived at home il

someone can do (he repairs.
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Ask friends for the names of good mechanics.
Everyone will have a different idea of which
mechanic is the best, but knowing sonie names will

help you decide.

Before choosing a mechanie, ask others if’
the service was good. Alse, ask if (he

mechanic was honest.

Before having any work doene, ask for an estimate.
Call olher mechanies and ask whal they would

charge. Choose the best.

Adways leli the mechanic to call vou
before they do any work that will cost

more than the estimale,
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Stop and ask these questions,

How much will the repairs cost?

paymenls?

Haw tong will (he repairs take?

fs the focation and hours of business good (or you?

Will (he repair shop pick xip and deliver your car for service?

Will the repair shop drop you off at home or work while repairs are made?

Does the shop stand bebind its repair work?
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To Say

To Do

Many car repairs can be avoided
by getting into a routine of
performing car maintenance
tasks.

Have learner use the check list on
page 8 of the learner's guide to
evaluate his or her own car.
Perform tasks on check list as
needed. Stress to the learner that
the check list could be used over
and over again to help insure
proper car care. Read page 9 of the
learner's guide as a lesson
summary. Discuss any questions or
CONCerns.

Take Care of Your Car

Clieck the etl. Add exlra oil as needed. Change the oil every 5,000 miles. Use a new ol

litter cvery other oil change.

Wash the car. Clean the windaws. Yacuum {he inside.

Lyery month

Cheek the water in the batlery. Add distiled water as nceded. Cloan battery

comections.

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ Clean the rabber edges of the wiper blades, Replage blades as needed.
Cheek the windshicld washer fuid. Add fuid as needed.
Check the overflaw bottle of (ke radiater. Add fluid as necded.

Check the air pressure in the tires. Add air as needed.

Cheek the lights to be sure they are working.

Lvery year
Check the drive belts and hoses. Replace every foar years.
Replace the spark plugs if needed.

_______ Replace the air filter.

Check Ihe tire treads. Buy new tires as needed.

Rotare tires,

Have a mechanic do & “foad check” on yeur battery 1o see how mueh power il has.
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‘Taking care of your car is impertant, Keep

your car in good repair or you may have 1o
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Extra Activities:

e Interview a car repair person. Discuss how car maintenance tasks can
be performed to help reduce major car repairs later on.

o Take the learner's car in for a tune-up, tire air pressure check or tire
rotation.

o (Call local repair shops and ask for prices on such services as oil
change or engine tune-up. Compare costs.

References:
www.edmunds.com

www.ehow.com 10758 keep.battery alive.html



