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What is the “Turning the Tide on Poverty Project?”
· It is an initiative of the Southern Rural Development Center (srdc.msstate.edu) to help communities take action to fight poverty at the local level.  Citizens work together to explore ways to help families and individuals move from poverty to prosperity.
· Okfuskee County is 1 of 8 sites in a pilot program conducted in five states (Oklahoma, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Mississippi). All sites have 20% or greater poverty.
· “Tide” is modeled after the Horizons Project, a poverty alleviation initiative celebrating six years of success in the nation’s Northwest states.  The project takes a very citizen-driven approach to address a community or county’s concern for its members.  View 4-minute videos about four towns’ success stories in Washington state at http://horizons.wsu.edu/ (scroll to “Horizons 2 Impact Videos” and click on the four links).

What Will We Do?
· Community members meet in Study Circle groups to learn about poverty and to start talking about possible solutions.  Goal – 5 to 10 Study Circles across Okfuskee County.
· When Study Circles are complete, we hold the Action Forum in late March or early April.
· Okfuskee County’s goal is to develop a clear action plan to help address poverty in the county.  The plan will have several ways for people to be involved from children to adults.

What is a Study Circle?
· A Study Circle is a guided conversation with facilitators who help the group stay on the topic.
· Each Circle needs 8-12 participants from different backgrounds.
· Study Circles meet in 5 two-hour sessions, typically once or twice a week.
· Study Circles will begin the week of January 25 and conclude in late March.
· Circle participants look at an issue from different perspectives, explore common concerns, and come up with practical ways to address the issue.

What is the Action Forum?
· The Action Forum brings together the Circle participants and others to develop an action plan.
· Key action ideas from all the Study Circles are considered, discussed and prioritized, then developed into plans for action and change.

How Can I Participate?
· Sign up to participate in a Study Circle (dates/times/sites are listed below).
· Participate in the Action Forum at the end of the Study Circles.
· Join an action task force after the Action Forum.
· Contact Okfuskee County Extension Office – 918.623.0641 and 0642.

· Weleetka Nutrition Center	             Shirley/Virginia		Monday 25th 	     4:00-6:00p.m.

· OSU Extension Center	             Brian/Virginia		Tuesday 26th	     1:30-3:30p.m.

· New Clearview Community Center     Marilyn/Teresa		Thursday 28th 	     5:30-7:30p.m.

· Boley Community Center	            Cassandra/Leslie	               Tuesday Feb. 2nd      9:15-11:15a.m.

· Last Chance Baptist Church	            Ron/Teresa		Tuesday Feb. 2nd      5:30-7:30p.m.

· Bearden Fire Dept.		           Jan/Shirley		Tuesday Feb. 9	     6:00-8:00p.m.

· Paden First Baptist Church	           Jan/Andy		               Tuesday Feb. 9th      9:15-11:15a.m.
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