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Public Forum Seeks Answers to Youth Violence

TULSA -- Quality parenting, sensible boundaries and cohesive communities were some key themes that emerged from two National Issues Forums on Violent Kids: Can We Change the Trend? The forums were held as part of a Public Policy Institute sponsored by the Oklahoma Partnership for Public Deliberation (OPPD) and the Kettering Foundation.

Sixty diverse citizens from across the state of Oklahoma, including high school and college students, retired folks and elected officials, met for 2-hours to deliberate three distinct public policy approaches: 1) Protect Kids from a Violent Culture, 2) Provide More Help to Youth "At Risk" of Becoming Violent and 3) Provide Moral Discipline.

Neutral moderators and recorders guided folks through the choices. As they talked together about the benefits and pitfalls, costs and consequences and trade-offs of each approach, several themes began to emerge.

1. Quality parenting can create peaceful kids. We should place a higher value on parents and parenting even while recognizing that even the best of parents and communities can turn out violent youth.

2. We need a strong moral compass to guide our kids well but we should begin by pointing that compass at ourselves.

3. Kids and adults need boundaries, set with common sense.

4. Individual responsibility is important but the trend toward increasingly violent acts will only be bucked by a cohesion of community responses.

5. Many participants were concerned about issuing absolutes and wanted to attend to the complexities of the issue, including doing further research of the facts in Oklahoma.

6. Each of us has a role to play in changing the trend by providing:

· Individual acts of caring.

· Mentoring.

· Formal programs such as character education.

Forum participants discussed that while many voices need to be drawn into the conversation to examine root causes of youth violence more deeply, they also showed an intense desire to get to work on this problem in Oklahoma right away by connecting with each other to support one another's efforts in every community in the state.
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