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“I recently attended the workshop sponsored by the OPPD and
learned techniques that citizens can use to successfully 
participate in our political process. Public forums that yield a
public voice provide valuable information for policy makers at
local, state and national levels.”

- Oklahoma State legislator

How  can  I  become  a  moderator?
The OPPD conducts workshops to teach people to 
moderate issues forums at the local level using National
Issues Forums materials. Any citizen seeking an 
alternative way to solve problems, including adults, older
youth, community leaders, and public officials, should
attend. These workshops are conducted semi-annually
throughout Oklahoma. Participants learn to:

For more information about OPPD, the workshops, or 
public deliberation in Oklahoma, call 

any OPPD partner representative or visit 
www.okdeliberates.org
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· Moderate and record local forums for the 
purpose of coming to common ground and 
identifying possible individual and public actions 
on an issue.

· Organize a local network to support public deliberation
and action.

· Report citizen perspectives expressed at local
delibertive forums to local, state and national 
decision-makers.

· Connect with officeholders.

· Stimulate public action.



Why  deliberation?
Public deliberation is one way for
Oklahoma citizens to approach solving
public problems in Oklahoma. The
practice of public deliberation provides 
citizens with possible policy approaches
by participating in deliberative forums.
In the forums, people examine critical
issues and then move toward making
choices for public policy. These choices
are based on common ground identified
through the public deliberation of local
citizens. Citizens cannot act together
until they decide together. By making
choices, the public defines what it 
considers to be in the public interest
and finds common ground for action.

What  are  the  core  concepts
of  deliberation?
· Learning the concerns people have

about an issue.

· Identifying the consequences, costs 
and benefits associated with the 
various approaches.

· Working through the inherent conflicts.

· Finding a shared sense of direction or
common ground for public action.

Why  National  Issues  Forums?
The National Issues Forums (NIF) is a
network of organizations joined together
by a common desire to discuss critical
issues. The network provides opportuni-
ties for adults and youth to deliberate
challenging issues in public forums.
Deliberative forum topics have included
the economy, health care, immigration
and violent crime. 

The neutral, nonpartisan forums are 
different from everyday conversations
or debates, in that participants engage
in deliberation of three or four choices
framed around the issue. The Kettering
Foundation develops the issue books
used in the NIF network.

Reports on the outcomes of the forums
are shared with local, state and national
officeholders to give them insight into
what the public is thinking.  

Finding

Ground

What  is  the  Oklahoma
Partnership  for  Public
Deliberation?
The OPPD is a partnership of state-
wide and regional organizations 
interested in developing a deliberative 
culture in Oklahoma through public
deliberation. The mission of the OPPD
is to foster participation in reasoned
and informed decision making for the
public good. The OPPD uses the
National Issues Forums materials and
model to facilitate forums throughout
the state of Oklahoma.

CoMmOn



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


