How can I become a moderator?

The OPPD conducts workshops to teach people to
moderate issues forums at the local level using National
Issues Forums materials. Any citizen seeking an
alternative way to solve problems, including adults, older
youth, community leaders, and public officials, should
attend. These workshops are conducted semi-annually
throughout Oklahoma. Participants learn to:

- Moderate and record local forums for the
purpose of coming to common ground and
identifying possible individual and public actions
on an issue.

- Organize a local network to support public deliberation
and action.

- Report citizen perspectives expressed at local
delibertive forums to local, state and national
decision-makers.

- Connect with officeholders.

- Stimulate public action.

“I recently attended the workshop sponsored by the OPPD and
learned techniques that citizens can use to successfully
participate in our political process. Public forums that yield a
public voice provide valuable information for policy makers at
local, state and national levels.”

- Oklahoma State legislator
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For more information about OPPD, the workshops, or

public deliberation in Oklahoma, call .. i, N PLTBLIC
any OPPD partner representative or visit .
www.okdeliberates.org ' ‘ DELIBERATION




‘Why deliberation?

Public deliberation is one way for
Oklahoma citizens to approach solving
public problems in Oklahoma. The
practice of public deliberation provides
citizens with possible policy approaches
by participating in deliberative forums.
In the forums, people examine critical
issues and then move toward making
choices for public policy. These choices
are based on common ground identified
through the public deliberation of local
citizens. Citizens cannot act together
until they decide together. By making
choices, the public defines what it
considers to be in the public interest
and finds common ground for action.

‘What are the core concepts
of dehberation?

- Learning the concerns people have
about an issue.

- Identifying the consequences, costs
and benefits associated with the
various approaches.

- Working through the inherent conflicts.

- Finding a shared sense of direction or
common ground for public action.

What 1s the Oklahoma
Partmership for Public
Deliberation?

The OPPD is a partnership of state-
wide and regional organizations
interested in developing a deliberative
culture in Oklahoma through public
deliberation. The mission of the OPPD
is to foster participation in reasoned
and informed decision making for the
public good. The OPPD uses the
National Issues Forums materials and
model to facilitate forums throughout
the state of Oklahoma.

‘Why National Issues Forums?

The National Issues Forums (NIF) is a
network of organizations joined together
by a common desire to discuss critical
issues. The network provides opportuni-
ties for adults and youth to deliberate
challenging issues in public forums.
Deliberative forum topics have included
the economy, health care, immigration
and violent crime.

The neutral, nonpartisan forums are
different from everyday conversations
or debates, in that participants engage
in deliberation of three or four choices
framed around the issue. The Kettering
Foundation develops the issue books
used in the NIF network.

Reports on the outcomes of the forums
are shared with local, state and national
officeholders to give them insight into
what the public is thinking.
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