Building Character Reading List

Here is a list of books parents, grandparents, volunteers, teachers, 4-H or HCE members and others could read to preschool children to reinforce the lessons learned from the Character Critters Programs.  The source is Becky White and her resource is:

AgCenter.  (no date).  A Toolbox of Ideas for Helping Elementary Students Exercise Character in School, 2nd Ed. Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University. 

This list includes 6 pillars: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship.  

	Title
	Author 
	Grade Level


Trustworthiness 

	Amanda & the Giggling Ghost
	Steven Kroll
	K-2 

	(The) Apple and the Arrow
	Mary and Conrad Buff
	PreK

	Banner in the Sky
	James Ramsey Ullman
	YA

	(The) Berenstain Bears and the Truth
	Stan Berenstain
	

	(The) Best Christmas Pageant Ever
	Barbara Robinson
	PreK

	(The) Boy Who Cried Wolf
	retold by Katherine Evens
	

	Blubber
	Judy Blume
	3-6

	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
	Roald Dahl
	3-6

	Dragon's Robe
	D. Lattimore
	K-3 

	Emperor's New Clothes
	Hans C. Anderson
	K-3 

	Franklin Fibs
	Paulette Bourgeois
	

	Franklin Says Sorry
	Paulette Bourgeois
	

	Freya's Fantastic Surprise
	Hathorn
	K-3 

	Frog and Toad are Friends
	Arnold Lobel
	

	Harriet & the Garden
	Nancy Carlson
	K-2 

	Honesty
	Jane Moncure
	K-2 

	Ira Sleep Over
	Bernard Waber
	

	Just a Peck
	DUSO II Storybook, p. 118
	PreK

	Just Like Abraham Lincoln
	Bernard Waber
	

	King's Fountain
	Lloyd Alexander
	K-3 

	Liar, Liar, Pants on Fire
	Miriam  Cohen
	

	Let’s Be Enemies
	Janice Undry
	K-3

	Let’s Talk about Cheating
	Joy Wilt Berry
	

	Let’s Talk about Snooping
	Joy Wilt Berry
	

	Matilda Who Told Such Dreadful Lies
	Hilaire Belloc
	K-3

	North of Danger
	Dale Fife
	PreK

	On My Honor
	Marion Dane Bauer
	5-8

	Pair of Red Clogs
	M. Matsano
	K-2 

	Rosie & the Yellow Ribbon
	Paula DePaolo
	K-1 

	Sam, Bangs and Moonshine
	Evaline Ness
	

	(The) Selfish Giant
	Oscar Wilde
	K-3

	Signmaker's Assistant
	Tedd Arnold
	K-2 

	Summer of my German Soldier
	Bette Greene
	YA

	Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt
	Deborah Hopkins
	K-3

	Tales of Peter Rabbit
	Beatrix Potter
	

	(The) Tale of the Mandarin Ducks
	Katherine Paterson
	PreK

	(The) Treasure
	U. Schulevlitz
	K-2 

	Too Many Tamales
	Gary Soto
	

	We’re in Big Trouble, Blackboard Bear
	Martha Alexander
	N/A

	Who’s That Stepping on Plymouth Rock?
	Jean Fritz
	3-6

	Wildfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge
	Mem Fox
	PreK


Respect 

	(The) 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins
	Dr. Seuss
	K-3

	A Brother for the Orphelines
	Natalie Carlson
	N/A

	Adventures of Nicolas
	Helen Silteri
	N/A

	All the Colors of the Earth
	Sheila Hamonaka
	K-3

	Bartholomew, The Bossy
	M. Sharmet
	

	Berenstain Bears and How to Get along at School
	Stan Berenstain
	K-3

	(The) Berenstain Bears and the Truth
	Stan Berenstain
	K-3

	(The) Berenstain Bears Blaze a Trail
	Stan Berenstain
	K-3

	(The) Berenstain Bears Forget their Manners
	Stan Berenstain
	K-3

	(The) Berenstain Bears Get Into a Fight
	Stan Berenstain
	K-3

	Best Friends 
	Molly Albright
	N/A

	(The) Big Boasting Battle
	Hans  Wilhelm
	

	(The) Big Orange Splot
	Daniel Pinkwater
	K-3

	Black like Kyra/White like Me
	Judith Vigna
	K-3

	(The) Butter Battle Book
	Dr. Seuss
	N/A

	(The) Cabin Faced West
	Jean Fritz
	3-6

	Call It Courage
	Armstrong Sperry
	5-8

	(The) Cay
	Theodore Taylor
	5-8

	Chester’s Way
	Kevin Henkes
	K-3

	Children Just Like Me
	Barnabas Kindersley
	3-6

	(The) Christmas Piñata
	Jack Kent
	N/A

	Chrysanthemum
	Kevin Henkes
	K-3

	Clifford’s Manners
	Norman Bridwell
	

	Commodore Perry in the Land of Shogun
	Rhoda Blumberg
	3-6

	(The) Courage of Sarah Noble
	Alice Dalgliesh
	3-6

	Crow Boy
	Taro Yashima
	K-3

	Daisy and the Egg
	Jane Simmons
	K-3

	Dandelion
	Don Freeman
	K-3

	Even if I did Something Awful
	B.S. Hazen and N. Kincade
	K-3

	Gay Neck, The Story of a Pigeon
	Dhan Muker ji
	5-8

	(The) Giving Tree
	Shel Silverstein
	K-3

	(The) Great Kapok Tree
	Lynn Cherry
	K-6

	(The) Greedy Triangle
	Marilynn Burns
	K-3

	(The) Grumpling
	Stephen Cosgrove
	K-3

	Hiawatha’s Fasting
	Henry W. Longfellow
	N/A

	Homer Prince
	Robert McCloskey
	3-6

	(The) Hundred Dresses
	Eleanor Estes
	3-6

	(The) Hundred Penny Box
	Sharon Mathia
	K-3

	I Can Read About Good Manners
	Erica Frost
	N/A

	I have a Sister, My Sister is Deaf
	Jeane Peterson
	K-3 

	I Wish I Were a Butterfly
	James Howe
	K-3

	I’m in Charge of Celebrations
	Byrd Baylor
	K-3

	I’m Like You, You’re Like Me
	Cindy Gainer
	Pre-3

	Inch By Inch
	Leo Lionni
	

	It’s Mine
	Leo Lionni
	K-3

	(The) Jester Has Lost His Jingle
	David Saltzman
	K-3

	Just Because I Am
	Lauren Murphy Payne
	Pre-3

	Let’s Be Enemies 
	Janice Undry
	K-3

	(The) Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
	C.S. Lewis
	N/A

	Listening
	Joy Berry
	N/A

	(The) Lorax
	Dr. Seuss
	K-3

	Manners
	Aliki
	K-3

	Marc the Magnificent
	Sheila Alexander
	N/A

	Misty of Chincoteague
	Marguerite Henry
	3-6

	(The) Most Beautiful Place in the World
	Ann Cameron
	3-6

	Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh
	Robert O’Brian
	3-6

	On the Frontier with Mr. Audubon
	Barbara Brenner
	PreK

	Persnickity
	Stephen Cosgrove
	K-3

	Potatoes, Potatoes
	Anita Lobel
	PreK

	(The) Quarreling Book
	Charlotte Zolotow
	K-3

	(The) Rag Coat
	Lauren Mills
	K-3

	(The) Rainbow Fish
	Marcus Pfister
	

	Red Fox and His Canoe
	Nathaniel Benchley
	K-3

	Rhubarb
	Stephen Cosgrove
	K-3

	Sarah, Plain, and Tall
	Patricia MacLachlan
	3-6

	Sassafras
	Stephen Cosgrove
	K-3

	Sea and Earth: The Life of Rachel Carson
	Philip Sterling
	N/A

	(The) Secret Garden
	Frances Hodges Burnett
	5-8

	(The) Sign of the Beaver
	Elizabeth George Speare
	5-8

	Sing Down the Moon
	Scott O’Dell
	5-8

	(The) Sky was Blue
	Charlotte Zolotow
	N/A

	Soup and Me
	Robert Newton Peck
	5-8

	Stellaluna
	Jannell Cannon
	K-3

	Strawberry Girl
	Lois Lenski
	3-6

	Strega Nona
	Tomie DePaola
	K-3

	Talking Walls
	Margy Burns Knight
	3-6

	Teasing
	Joy Berry
	N/A

	Terry and the Caterpillars
	Millicent Selsam
	N/A

	Tillo 
	Beatrix Scharen
	K-3 

	Too Much Noise
	Ann McGovern
	K-3

	Twenty and Ten
	Claire Bishop Hutchet
	3-6

	Two Bad Ants
	Chris Van Allsburg
	K-3

	(The) Ugly Duckling
	Hans Christian Anderson
	

	Velveteen Rabbit
	M. Bianco
	

	Verdi
	Jannell Cannon
	K-3

	We Can Get Along
	Lauren Murphy Payne
	Pre-3

	What’s Under My Bed?
	James Stevenson
	N/A

	(The) Whipping Boy
	Sid Fleischman
	3-6

	Who Really Killed Cock Robin?
	Jean Craighead George
	5-8

	Why the Chimes Rang
	Raymond Alden
	N/A

	Yonie Wondernose
	Marguerite DeAngeli
	3-6


Responsibility 

	Across Five Aprils
	Irene Hunt
	5-8

	All Alone 
	Claire Hutchet
	N/A

	America’s Own Mark Twain
	Jeannette Eaton
	N/A

	Bat Poet
	Randell Jarrell
	3-6

	Best Mom in the World
	Judy Delton
	K-3 

	Caddie Woodlawn
	Carol Brink
	5-8

	Call It Courage
	Armstrong Sperry
	5-8

	(The) Carrot Seeds
	Ruth Krauss
	PreK-3

	Charlotte’s Web
	E.B. White
	3-6

	Crow Boy
	Taro Yashima
	K-3

	Daniel Boone
	James Daugherty
	3-8

	(The) Fortune Tellers 
	Lloyd Alexander
	K-3

	Gay Neck, the Story of a Pigeon
	Dhan Gopal Muker
	5-8

	(The) Gorilla Did It
	Barbara Shook Hazen
	N/A

	Growing Up is Hard Sometimes
	Barbara Hazen
	K-3 

	Heckedy Peg
	Don and Audrey Wood
	K-3

	Horton Hatches the Egg
	Dr. Seuss
	K-3 

	(The) Hundred Dresses
	Eleanor Estes
	3-6

	I Have a Dream
	Martin Luther King Jr.
	3-6

	I’m Deborah Sampson
	Patricia Clapp
	N/A

	(The) Jester Has Lost His Jingle
	David Saltzman
	K-3

	Letters to Horseface
	F.N. Monjo
	N/A

	Lincoln: A Photobiography
	Russell Freedman
	5-8

	Little Red Hen
	Byron Barton
	K-1 

	Magical Hands
	Marjorie Barker
	N/A

	Mr. Gumpy’s Outing
	John Burningham
	K-3

	My Brother Sam is Dead
	James and Christopher Collier
	5-8

	Oh, the Places You Will Go
	Dr. Seuss
	K-3

	On My Honor 
	Marion Bauer
	5-8

	On the Frontier with Mr. Audubon
	Barbara Brenner
	PreK

	(The) Other Way to Listen
	Marcus Pfister
	K-3

	Paper Boy
	Dave Pilkey
	N/A

	Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes
	Eleanor Coerr
	3-6

	Saint George and the Dragon
	Margaret Hodges
	3-6

	Sea and Earth: The Life of Rachel Carson
	Philip Sterling
	N/A

	Shiloh 
	Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
	3-6

	Sign of the Beaver 
	Elizabeth George Speare
	5-8

	Sing Down the Moon
	Scott O’ Dell
	5-8

	(The) Slave Dancer
	Paula Fox
	YA

	Summer of My German Solider
	Bette Green 
	3-6

	(The) Twenty-One Balloons
	William Pene du Bois
	3-6


Caring 

	A Brother for the Orphelines
	Natalie Carlson
	N/A

	A Chair for My Mother
	Vera Williams
	K-3 

	A Country Far Away
	Neil Gray and Philippe Dupasquier
	K-3

	A Cure for Meanies, Vol. 2
	Tom Dunsmuir & David Silva
	

	All in a Day
	Misumasa Anno
	N/A

	All the Colors of the Earth
	Sheila Hamanaka
	K-3

	Andy Budkram’s Tin Man
	Carol Ryrie Brink
	

	Because Brian Hugged His Mother
	David L. Rice
	

	Badger’s Bad Mood
	Hiawyn Oram & Susan Varley
	

	Bangalee
	Stephen Cosgrove
	N/A

	Bee My Valentine
	Marion Cohen
	K-3

	(The) Berenstain Bears and No Girls Allowed
	Stan and Jan Berenstain
	K-3

	(The) Best Christmas Pageant Ever
	Barbara Robinson
	PreK

	(The) Cabin Faced West
	Jean Fritz
	3-6

	Charlie the Caterpillar
	Don DeLuise
	

	Charlotte’s Web
	E.B. White
	3-6

	Children Just Like Me
	Barnaba and Anabel Kindersley
	3-6

	Children Save the Rain Forest
	Dorothy Patent
	

	Clifford Saves the Birds
	Norman Bridwell
	

	(The) Cobweb Christmas
	Shirley Climo
	K-3

	Constance
	Patricia Clapp
	

	(The) Crane’s Gift
	Steve Megumi Biddle
	N/A

	Dear Mr. Henshaw
	Beverly Cleary
	3-6

	(The) Fall of Freddie the Leaf
	Leo Buscaglia
	3-6

	Gay Neck, the Story of a Pigeon
	Dhan Gopal Muker ji
	5-8

	(The) Giving Tree
	Shel Silverstein
	K-3

	Have Space Suit, Will Travel
	Robert A. Heinlein
	

	(The) House of Sixty Fathers
	Meindert DeJong
	5-8

	How I Found a Friend
	Irina Hale
	

	(The) Hundred Dresses
	Eleanor Estes
	

	I Don’t Care
	Maragorie Sharmet
	

	I’m Deborah Sampson
	Patricia Clapp
	N/A

	Isabelle the Itch
	Constance Green
	

	It’s Mine
	Leo Lionni
	K-3

	(The) Jester Has Lost His Jingle
	David Saltzman
	

	Jonathan Livingston Seagull
	Richard  Bach
	

	Kindness
	Jane Moncure
	K-1 

	Let’s Be Enemies
	Janice M Undry
	K-3

	Light: Stories of a Small Kindness
	Nancy White Carlstron
	

	(The) Lion and the Mouse
	Aesop
	K-3 

	Little Blue and Little Yellow
	Leo Lionni
	K-3

	Little Brute Family
	Russell Hoban
	K-1 

	(The) Little Engine that Could
	Watty Piper
	K-3

	(The) Lorax
	Dr. Seuss
	K-3

	Lovie By Keats
	Jack Ezra
	K-2 

	Lucy’s Picture
	Nicola Moon
	

	(The) Magic Hands
	Marjorie Barker Joshi
	

	Marie Curie, Discoverer of Radium
	Joanne Landers Henry
	

	Moose
	Michael Foreman
	N/A

	(The) Most Beautiful Place in the World
	Ann Cameron
	

	Mr. Popper’s Penguins
	Richard Atwater
	N/A

	My Brother Sam is Dead
	James and Christopher Collier
	5-8

	My Brother Steve
	Clymer
	N/A

	My Grandma’s in a Nursing Home
	Judy Delton and Dorothy Tucker
	N/A

	Now One Foot, Now The Other
	Tommie DePaola
	

	Olde Henry
	Joan W. Bloas
	

	On the Frontier with Mr. Audubon
	Barbara Brenner
	PreK

	(The) One in the Middle is the Green Kangaroo
	Judy Blume
	K-3

	People
	Peter Spier
	K-3

	(The) Pinballs
	Betsy Byars
	3-6

	Please, Thanks, I'm Sorry
	Jane Moncure
	K-1 

	Pooh Helps Out
	Kathleen W. Zoehfeld
	

	Potatoes, Potatoes
	Anita Lobel
	PreK

	Prairie Songs
	Pam Conrad
	5-8

	(The) Puppy who Wanted a Boy
	Jane Thayer
	K-3

	(The) Rainbow Fish
	Mark Pfister
	

	Sarah, Plain and Tall
	Patricia MacLachlan
	3-6

	(The) Scarebird
	Sid Flieschman
	K-3 

	(The) Self Fish Giant
	Oscar Wilde
	

	Sing Down the Moon
	Scott O’Dell
	5-8

	Somebody Loves You Mr. Hatch
	Eileen Spinelli
	

	Sometimes It’s Turkey, Sometimes it’s Feathers
	Lorna Balian
	K-3

	Special People, Who Care
	Rachel Letch
	

	Swimmy
	Leo Lionni
	K-3

	Sylvester and the Magic Pebble
	William Steig
	K-3

	Talking Walls
	Margy Burns Knight
	3-6

	Tall Tales
	Caron Cohen
	N/A

	Teasing
	Joy Berry
	N/A

	(The) Three Robbers
	Tomi Ungerer
	

	(The) Trumpet of the Swan
	E.B. White
	3-6

	Tillo
	Beatrix Scharen
	K-3 

	(The) Velveteen Rabbit
	Margery Williams
	3-6

	(The) Wednesday Surprise
	Eve Bunting
	

	What do you say Dear?
	Sesyle Joslin
	K-3 

	Wilfird Gordon McDonald Partridge
	Mem Fox
	

	Will You Be My Friend?
	Nancy Tafuri
	

	(The) Year of the Boar
	Jackie Robinson
	


Citizenship 

	50 Simple Things Kids Can Do To Save the Earth
	The Earthworks Group
	K-6 

	(The) 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins
	Dr. Seuss
	K-3

	Berenstein Bears Lending a Helping Hand
	Stan Berenstein
	

	A Brother for the Orphelines 
	Natalie A. Carson
	N/A

	A Very Important Day
	Maggie R. Herold
	N/A

	(The) Adventures of Tom Sawyer
	Mark Twain
	5-8

	Amy's Dinosaur
	Syd Hoff
	K-3 

	Bully on the Bus
	Carl Bosh
	

	(The) Cabin Faced West
	Jean Fritz
	3-6

	Clifford and the Bears
	Norman Bridwell
	

	Coming to America
	Betsy Maestro
	K-3

	(The) Contests at Cowlick
	Richard Kennedy
	N/A

	(The) Courage of Sarah Noble
	Alice Dalgliesh
	3-6

	(The) Courthouse Mouse
	Marshall
	K-1

	Dinosaurs to the Rescue
	Laurie Brown
	K-2 

	Endangered Animals
	Lynn Stone
	K-3

	(The) Flag We Love
	Pam M. Ryan
	5-8

	Fun Time Activities - Community Projects
	Cameron Yerian
	K-6 

	Gas Station Gus
	Dorothy Kunhardt
	K-2 

	(The) Gnats of Knotty Pine
	Bill Peet
	

	Great Kapok Tree
	Lynne Cherry
	K-6 

	(The) Great Trash Bash
	Loreen Leedy
	

	Helping Out
	George Ancona
	

	Henry’s Fourth of July
	Holly Keller
	N/A

	(The) Human Comedy
	William Saroyan
	AD

	In the Year of the Boar
	Jackie Robinson
	N/A

	Island Baby
	Holly Keller
	K-3 

	Kid Power
	Susan Pfeffer
	N/A

	Let's Find Out About Community
	Valerie Pitt
	K-2 

	Let’s Take Care of the Earth
	Rozanne Lanczak
	

	(The) Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
	C.S. Lewis
	5-8

	(The) Messy Monster
	Michael Pellowski
	

	Mother Earth
	Nancy Luenn
	K-2 

	Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh
	Robert O’Brien
	3-6

	My Brother Steve
	Clymer
	N/A

	Nothing But the Truth
	Avi
	YA

	Officer Buckle and Gloria
	Peggy Rathmann
	K-3

	Old Henry
	Joan W. Blos
	

	Our National Anthem
	Nicholas Georgiady
	K-6 

	Peace Begins With You
	Katherine Scholes
	K-6 

	Recycle
	Gail Gibbons
	K-3 

	Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
	Rozanne Lanczak
	

	Safety
	Lawrence Stanley
	N/A

	Seven Brave Women 
	Betsy Hearne
	K-3

	Soup and Me
	Robert N Peck
	N/A

	Take Your Hat Off When the Flag Goes By
	Scott Perry
	K-6 

	(The) Troubled Village
	Simon Henwood
	

	(The) Trumpet of the Swan
	E.B.White
	3-6

	This Farm is a Mess
	Leslie McGuire
	N/A

	(The) Velveteen Rabbit
	Margery Williams
	3-6

	(The) Vote
	Linda Scher
	

	Where Does the Garbage Go?
	Paul Showers
	K-3 

	Why the Chimes Rang
	Raymond Alden
	N/A


Fairness
	(The) 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins
	Dr. Seuss
	K-3

	Adventures of Nicolas
	Helen Siiteri
	N/A

	(The) Adventures of Tom Sawyer
	Mark Twain 
	5-8

	Alexander, who Used to be Rich Last Sunday
	Judith Viorst
	K-3

	Arthur’s Penpal
	Hoban
	

	Bee My Valentine
	Marion Cohen
	K-3

	(The) Berenstain Bears and the Slumber Party
	Stan and Jan Berenstain
	K-3

	(The) Berenstain Bears and the Truth
	Stan and Jan Berenstain 
	K-3

	(The) Berenstain Bears Go Out for the Team
	Stan and Jan Berenstain
	K-3

	Best Friends for France
	Hoban
	

	(The) Big Orange Splot
	Daniel Pinkwater
	K-3

	(The) Biggest Bear
	Lynd Ward
	K-3

	Cabin Faced West 
	Jean Fritz
	3-6

	Call It Courage
	Armstrong Sperry
	5-8

	Case of the Double-Cross
	Crosby Newell Bonsall
	

	Chubbo’s Pool
	Betsy Lewin
	

	Connie Came to Play
	Jill Paton Walsh
	

	(The) Doorbell Rang
	Pat Hutchins
	

	Fair’s Fair
	Leon Garfield
	N/A

	(The) Green Thumb Thief
	Mary Christian
	N/A

	How do you Know Who is a Stranger?
	Margaret Holland
	N/A

	How to Eat Fried Worms
	Thomas Rockwell
	3-6

	It’s Mine
	Leo Lionni
	

	It’s Mine
	Mayer
	

	Kid Power
	Susan Pfeffer
	N/A

	(The) Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry & the Big Hungry Bear
	Audrey Wood
	

	(The) Lorax
	Dr. Seuss
	K-3

	Marty McGee’s Space Lab, No Girls Allowed
	Martha Alexander
	N/A

	Moose
	Michael Foreman
	N/A

	Move Over Tweep
	Martha Alexander
	N/A

	My Brother Steve
	Clymer
	N/A

	Nice New Neighbors
	Franz Brandenburg
	

	No Fair
	Caren Holtzman
	K-3

	Pain and the Great One
	Judy Blume
	K-3

	(A) Playhouse for Monster
	Virginia Mueller
	

	Playing the Game
	Petty/Firmin
	

	Rabbit and Hare Divide An Apple
	Harriet Ziefert
	

	(The) Rainbow Fish
	Marcus Pfister
	

	Sniffles
	Stephen Cosgrove
	K-3

	Some Days, Other Days
	P.J. Petersen
	N/A

	Soup
	Robert N. Peck
	5-8

	Soup and Me
	Robert N. Peck 
	N/A

	This Farm is a Mess
	Leslie McGuire
	N/A

	Ton and Pon: Two Good Friends
	Kazuo Iwamura
	

	Tyrone the Terrible
	Wilhelm
	N/A


