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WE ARE ROLE MODELS


(W.A.R.M.)

Character Critters News for Parents
caring
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The Six Pillars of Character (Apply in the Workplace)

Trustworthiness

Customers, employees, and vendors can justifiably have confidence and faith in you.  “Walk the talk.”  Try to be ethical and honest in all business dealings.  Never reveal proprietary information and do not tolerate lying, stealing or deception. 

Respect

Treat everyone with courtesy, politeness and dignity, valuing individual and cultural differences in your workplace and among those you serve.  Listen to communicate openly with each other and with customers.  Build mutual respect and long-term working relationships.
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Responsibility

[image: image4.wmf]Be accountable for the services and products you provide.  Don’t make excuses.  Accept responsibility for your workplace decisions.  Be reliable and fulfill all obligations.  Don’t over promise your customers.

Fairness

Listen intently to the concerns of customers, employees and vendors.  Be partners with them and view it your responsibility to help them achieve success.  Listen to your employees and make decisions, which affect them only after careful and appropriate consideration. 

Caring

Truly care about each and every customer, employee and vendor with whom you relate both internal and external to our organization.  Be committed to building lasting relationships to our mutual benefit.  Be concerned about those we serve.

Citizenship

Play by the rules.  Keep proper records and follow financial reporting procedures.  Follow all laws and regulations to the tee.  Our community is important to us.  Strive to make it a better place to live and work.  Be willing to give of your resources to serve.

Character Critters:  Caring

Dear Parents:

This story, Carrie and the Caring Tree, is about caring for others.  Carrie the cat wanted her grandmother to know how much she cared about her, so she brought her a tree.  Carrie helped her grandmother care for the tree, and over the years, the grandmother always had the tree to remember her granddaughter Carrie.  Carrie showed her grandmother she cared by:

· Being kind.

· Showing her family that she cared.

· Saying please and thank you.

· Helping.

There are things we can do every day to encourage children to develop into caring individuals.

You can…

Give hugs, smiles, handshakes.
Play games with friends.

Listen. 
Read a story.

Tell children you like what they are doing.
Let children help with tasks.

Take moments with your children individually. 
Blow a kiss.
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CHARACTER COUNTS!



Yours for children,

Carrie and the Caring Tree


Saturday morning at breakfast, Carrie’s mother announced: “We are going to visit your grandma today.”


“Oh, great,” said Carrie, “I love Grandma.  I can’t wait to see her.  Mama, I want to do something for Grandma so she will know how much I love and care about her.”


“Carrie, you don’t have to do anything for grandma.  She always knows how much you love and care about her.”


“I know Mom, but I want to show her how much I love her.”  


“Well on the way to Grandma’s house, we always pass a nursery.  Why don’t we buy a tree that you can plant in her yard?”


“Yeah, that sounds like fun,” said Carrie.


Carrie and her mom drove to the nursery and picked out a beautiful small tree to take to Grandma’s house.


They took the tree to the register to pay for it.


“I would like to buy this tree for my grandma, please,” said Carrie.
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“Thank you,” said Carrie as they left the store.


When they got to Grandma’s house, Carrie brought the tree to Grandma.


“Look, Grandma.  I bought you a tree.  I am going to plant it in your yard and help you take care of it.”


“Thank you, Carrie.  This is wonderful.  Every time I look at the tree, I will think of you,” said Grandma.


After that, every time Carrie visited Grandma, she watered the tree.  Year after year, the tree grew, and grew and grew until it wasn’t a small tree anymore.  At the same time, Carrie grew, and grew, and grew.


Every time Grandma looked at the tree, she remembered when Carrie was a little girl and was reminded of how much Carrie loved her.
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“Each of us must come to care about everyone else’s children.  We must recognize that the welfare of our children is intimately linked to the welfare of all other people’s children.  After all, when one of our children needs life-saving surgery, someone else’s child will perform it.  If one of our children is harmed by violence, someone else’s child will be responsible for the violent act.  The good life for our own children can be secured only if a good life is also secured for all other people’s children.” 

--Lilian G. Katz, Ph.D.

Director, ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early Childhood Education

Professor Emerita, Early Childhood Education


Prepared by Elaine Wilson, Parenting Specialist, Oklahoma State University, Cooperative Extension Service.

OSU extends credit to Louisiana State University, AgCenter, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service for the original development of the Character Critters program.  

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of agriculture, Samuel E. Curl, Director of Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma.  This publication is printed and issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by the Dean of the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources.

Character Critters: Caring

Child’s Name: __________________________________

Have your child think about the people he or she cares about.  Your child can either draw pictures of family and friends or paste pictures of family and friends.


This is a caring tree.  Make it your own caring tree by drawing pictures or pasting pictures of the people you care about.  Ask your parent to help you label the pictures.

Please return the completed activity sheet to your child’s school.
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