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your school and
community better.

% Cooperate.
¥ Stay informed; vote.

& Be a good neighbor.

% Obey laws and rules.

’ K Respect authority.
|
¢

{ K Protect the environment.




WE ARE ROLE MODELS


(W.A.R.M.)
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Character Education News for Parents
citizenship
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· Keeps informed of, and participates in, civic/community activities.

· Follows company policies and procedures

· Ensures compliance with legal and reporting procedures and regulations

· Donates time, money or both to civic/community programs.

· Demonstrates support for the environmental issues 

[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.png]



Cindy’s Visit to the Police Station


One day Cindy arrived at school to discover the class was taking a field trip.


“We are going to walk to the police station today to talk to Officer Smith.  Before we go, we must remember three things,” said the teacher.


“First, we must always look both ways before crossing the street to make sure there are no cars or bicycles coming.  Second, we must always hold an adult’s hand when crossing the street. Third, we must listen to the adults and follow directions.


Cindy was excited about taking the field trip.  She had never seen a police station before.  The class headed out and prepared to cross the street.  Bobby started to walk into the street without looking both ways, but Cindy didn’t.  She remembered the rules: to look both ways and hold an adult’s hand.  After they crossed the street, some of the children started to run ahead, but Cindy didn’t.  She heard the teachers say, “Stay with the group,” so she stayed with the group. 


When they got to the police station, Officer Smith talked to them about not talking to strangers and being a good citizen.  Officer Smith told the class that being a good citizen meant following the rules and listening to adults we know, like teachers, moms, and dads, and police officers.  Officer Smith also said that being a good citizen means making our city a nice place to live.  She said they could do this by not littering.  Before they left, Cindy got to sit in the police car and Officer Smith sounded the siren.  It was very loud!


On the way home, Cindy thought about being a good citizen.  She already knew that she should follow the rules and listen to adults.  Now she was going to practice keeping her city clean.  Cindy saw a sheet of newspaper on the ground as she walked back.  She remembered that Officer Smith said to pick up trash, so she picked it up and placed it in the can.  Later, she saw a soda can on the ground, and she picked that up, too.  It is hard work picking up all this trash, thought Cindy.  I must never throw trash on the ground again, then there will be less trash to pick up.


That night when she got home, she told her mom all about Officer Smith and getting in the police car.


Then she said “Mom I am going to be a good citizen every day.  I am going to try to follow the rules, listen to adults and keep my city clean.”  And Cindy did.

Character Critters:  Citizenship

Dear Parents:

This story is about being a citizen.  Cindy the Crab learned that being a citizen meant:

· following the rules

· listening to people in charge

· taking care of her city by not littering

Being a good citizen is something adults may do every day.  Adults might practice good citizenship by: obeying traffic laws, paying taxes, and helping a neighbor, volunteering or recycling.  Children will develop good citizenship habits by following your good citizenship practices and the attitude in your classroom.  Creating a community of learners is the best way to teach citizenship.  This means increasing cooperation and reducing competition.  

One way to help children become good citizens is by teaching them not to litter.  You can also help children learn to keep the city or town clean by going on litter walks to pick up trash.

If there isn’t any trash to pick up in your neighborhood, you might try a park or the grounds around your church.
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Community Service
Integrity
Taking time to volunteer
Important
Zipping to help others
Excelling in all you do
Never saying no to help others
Success
Happiness toward others
Improving yourself
Patience

Prepared by Elaine Wilson, Parenting Specialist, Oklahoma State University, Cooperative Extension Service.

OSU extends credit to Louisiana State University, AgCenter, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service for the original development of the Character Critters program.  

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of agriculture, Samuel E. Curl, Director of Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma.  This publication is printed and issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by the Dean of the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources.


Character Critters: Citizenship

Child’s Name_________________

Part 1: Take your mom or dad or big brother or sister on a litter hunt.  Walk around your block or down your road and pick up as much trash as you can. Be careful.  Some litter can be dangerous.

Three things I found on my walk were: 1)______________________________________________________

2)______________________________________________________

3)______________________________________________________

Part 2:  When you are riding in the car or walking with your family, see how many flags you can find.



The Flag of 
The American


OKLAHOMA
Flag - USA



Your City
Your School


Flag
Flag



Your Church 
Advertising


Flag
Flags

Part 3:  Make your own family flag with colors and symbols your family like.

Please return the completed activity sheet to your child’s school.
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