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The Six Pillars of Character
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Be reliable — do what you
say you'll do.
®
Have the courage to do the
right thing. §
®
Build a good reputation.
L}
Be loyal — stand by your
family, friends and country.
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DILEMMA

Beth is in Jan’s boss’ office.  She sees a note that says Jan is going to be fired.  That evening, Jan stops by and tells Beth now that she is working, she is going to move to a larger rent house.  Does Beth tell Jan about the note she saw?

What is the ethical dilemma?  (What pillars are conflicting?)

What should Beth consider?

What decision would you recommend?

Trustworthy Tommy and the Bad Day


Thursday after school, Tommy was walking home, but he wasn’t very happy.  He got in trouble at school for taking Fred’s toy truck and knocking down his tower.  He didn’t want to tell his mom and dad, but he knew he must tell the truth, so when he got home, he told his mom.  


“Mom,” he said, “I got in trouble at school today.”


“Tommy, I’m so glad you told me the truth,” said his mom.  “Why did you get in trouble?”


“Well, I was mad at Fred so I took his truck and knocked over his block tower.”


“Why was that bad?” asked his mom.


“Well, the rule is that you can’t break things that belong to others.  I broke that rule.”


“What did you do after you got in trouble?”


“I told Fred I was sorry, I gave him back his truck and then helped him rebuild his tower.”


“Well, Tommy, I am glad that you helped Fred rebuild his tower.  I bet that made you feel good.”


“Yes, Mom, it did make me feel better to help Fred rebuild the tower.”


“What do you think you can do tomorrow to not get in trouble?” his mother asked Tommy.


“First, I am not going to take my friends’ toys.  Maybe if I asked Fred to see his truck, he will let me look at it.  Second, I am not going to ruin something that belongs to my friend.”


“That sounds like a good plan, Tommy.  Will you tell me what happens tomorrow?”


The next day Fred brought his truck to school.  Tommy asked Fred if he could play with it instead of taking it, and Fred said yes.  Tommy followed all the class rules and was very helpful to the teacher. 


When he walked home after school, he was very happy.  He did not get into trouble, and he couldn’t wait to tell his mom what a good day he had.


“Mom,” he said as soon as he got home.  “Guess who didn’t get into trouble today?  I did just what I said I was going to do and it was great.  I didn’t get into trouble and I had more fun with Fred because we weren’t fighting.”


“Tommy, I am so glad you had a good day.  What do you think you will do from now on at school?”


“I am definitely going to try to tell the truth, follow the rules, not take things that don’t belong to me, and do what I say I am going to do.”


“That sounds like a great plan, Tommy,” said his mother.

From that day forward, Tommy was almost always happy walking home from school because he did not get into trouble much at all anymore, and he knew that his friends and family thought he was trustworthy.

Character Critters:  Trustworthiness

Here’s a story about Tommy the Trustworthy Turtle.  Tommy got into trouble at school.  He didn’t like getting into trouble, so he tried hard to follow the rules the next day.  He was able to follow the rules the next day, and he didn’t get into trouble.  He became trustworthy after spending a long time doing the right thing. 

When you think about teaching your children to be trustworthy, you must remember that it does not happen overnight.  Instead, it is something we should model for the children every day. 
Here are some ideas to help you model trustworthiness in your classroom.


· Keep your promises.

· Follow the rules.

· Be consistent.

· Tell the truth to the children.

· Tell the truth in front of the children.

· Talk about problems and how to solve them.


USE YOUR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC POWER FOR THE COMMUNITY AND THE LESS FORTUNATE.


LISTEN FOR “THE SOUND OF THE GENUINE” IN YOURSELF AND OTHERS.

YOU ARE IN CHARGE OF YOUR OWN ATTITUDE.

REMEMBER YOUR ROOTS, YOUR HISTORY, AND THE FOREBEARS’ SHOULDERS ON WHICH YOU STAND.

FORMING FAMILIES IS SERIOUS BUSINESS.

BE HONEST.

Prepared by Elaine Wilson, Parenting Specialist, Oklahoma State University, Cooperative Extension Service.

OSU extends credit to Louisiana State University, AgCenter, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service for the original development of the Character Critters program.  

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of agriculture, Samuel E. Curl, Director of Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma.  This publication is printed and issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by the Dean of the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources.

Character Critters:  Trustworthiness

Child’s Name: ________________________________

Building trust takes time.  Talk to your child about what he or she can do to build trust, like Tommy did in the story.  Write down two things your child does to build trust.  Also, your child can draw a picture or paste a photograph of him or herself beside the picture of Tommy the trustworthy turtle.  Then you or your child can print your child’s name in each sentence under your child’s picture.  Please have your child return this sheet to school.

Two things I do to build trust are

1) 


2) 




Look at me!  I am trustworthy!

Draw a picture of yourself!

Returning something to its owner.
Telling the Truth.

Following the rules.
Keeping a promise.

After completing this activity sheet, please return it to your child’s school.
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Tommy tells the truth.	___________________ tells the truth.





Tommy follows the rules.	___________________ follows the rules.





Tommy does not take things.	___________________ does not take things.





Tommy does what he says.	___________________ does what he says.











