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IMPLICATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE EXTENSION. Violence is a pervasive problem for America’s youth. The focus of this report was on youth violence in urban settings. However, the problem of youth violence is beginning to touch small communities and rural areas. The suggestions offered in this report for decreasing youth violence are appropriate for any geographic area. As Extension professionals, you are increasingly challenged to address social problems such as youth violence. Preventing youth violence is a community effort with the Extension Educator playing an important role in providing research based information to assist in program development.

Information in this report came from a seminar on youth violence, “Youth Violence in Urban Communities.” This event is part of the Urban Seminar Series on Children’s Health and Safety at Harvard University. The May 2000 seminar featured the presentation of six commissioned papers on issues related to youth violence. For more information on this seminar, visit the website at www.ksg.harvard.edu/urbanpoverty.

General Conclusions:

As a result of the data presented during the seminar, the following proposals for decreasing youth violence were offered:

· Decrease youth access to guns. Guns have been the primary weapon used in recent homicide trends. Thus, it was recommended that decreasing access to guns should be a primary goal of any prevention program.

· Create community youth programs that address the social meaning of violence for adolescents. The social meaning of violence is tied to issues of respect, honor, and pride within peer groups. Interventions should offer alternatives that encourage non-violent conflict resolution and help strengthen mutual respect in interpersonal relationships among youth.

· Increase adult engagement in the lives of children and youth. This can be done through efforts such as mentoring programs to link individual children with supportive adults, educational reform to improve teachers’ ability to form meaningful relationships with students, and policy changes to support quality child care programs and allow parents more flexibility in juggling work and family issues. 

· Involve communities in designing programs to address youth violence. Community members often know which young people are most at-risk and why. They may understand unique neighborhood characteristics and social dynamics that fuel youth violence. Further, they may be aware of local resources and leaders that can be used to help address the issue. These community resources need to be used to design and implement programs to prevent or reduce 
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youth violence. Collaborative efforts between the police and community leaders can help to ensure that crime is abated in ways that reinforce residents’ sense of security and mutual trust.

· Encourage policies that focus on prevention. Punitive policies that lower the age at which children can be tried as adults do not address the underlying causes of violence. Long-term solutions must include efforts to prevent violence from occurring in the first place. 

· Conduct further research and facilitate dissemination of best practice models. There is a lack of longitudinal research on the effects of children being exposed to violence. In addition, more evaluative research on prevention programs would establish a set of best practice models that could be disseminated for adaptation by local communities. 
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