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Implications for Cooperative Extension.  Character education can help schools become safe, non-violent communities for learning.  Respect is one pillar construct that is necessary for peaceful interaction.  As Extension Educators work with early childhood educators to extend the Character Critters lessons, we provide in-service that can impact the entire system, one classroom, one teacher, one parent, and one child at a time.  This endeavor is well supported by classic and current literature in learning, child development, and early childhood education.

Young Children is one of the most highly respected early childhood journals.  It is published by the National Association for the Education of Young Children, a national accrediting agency for early childhood programs.  This article includes hundreds of ways for teachers to role model respect in their teaching style and lesson plans, in their classrooms and on the playground, and in drawing diverse families into the learning and conflict management process.

Proactive teachers honor and celebrate a diversity of learners. They lay the groundwork for an international and global perspective.  The children gain understanding and respect for themselves and others by providing a forum for diverse thoughts, feelings, and view points.  They resolve problems associated with racism and prejudice by eliminating racial, ethnic, cultural, and gender stereotypes.

The purposes of multicultural education are:

1. To teach children about the responsibilities associated with freedom.

2. To help children gain the knowledge, attitudes, and skills needed in a democratic and free society.

3. To enable children to reach beyond their own ethnic and cultural boundaries and participate in other cultures and groups.

4. To give children opportunities to participate in social action.

Examples

· The class learns to count to 20 in the home languages of all the children in the classroom.  This counting is used throughout the day in all activities and lessons.

· Each child interviews every other child to gain information such as what pets they have, how many teeth they have lost, or their favorite color.  They use a photo chart to be sure they have interviewed every member of the class.

· On the playground a child asked for help in finding a friend whose name he could not remember.  He described his features, interests, and clothing.  He did not mention his race or ethnicity.  When the teacher asked about this the child said, “It’s what you say.  I told you about him, not that he’s a skin color or certain group way.”
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· Create a mind map during a group discussion.  Write or picture the central idea in the center of the page.  As the children express their ideas write them on a line extending from the center.  Record supporting thoughts on branches off the line they support.

· One child said, “Black people litter.”  This stunned her mother who was volunteering that day.  The teacher asked if this was because they were Black.  The Black children said how they felt about this.  The group made a list of who litters and why.  They discovered a universal truth: People may throw trash because they haven’t learned right about the earth.  The teacher loaned the mother some children’s books about racism, prejudice, and honoring and respecting diversity.

· 
With their third grade buddies the children are create a class book titled, “Caring Is . . “ Each small group completes the sentence as a page or chapter in the book.  They send a copy to the United Nations.

· When one family from each of two countries at war was in the same classroom, the teacher worked with both families.  After a trip home with his mother one child said a soldier pointed a gun at them and told them to go home because they did not have and identification card.  The class discussed this problem and decided the people did not know that it is okay to be friends.  “If they would know what we learned in January about peace, they wouldn’t have war.”

(continued on reverse)


