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National Issues Forums have produced 5 new discussion guides for community forums.  Each guide outlines an issue and several approaches to public policy that address the issue.  Rather than conforming to any single public proposal, each approach reflects widely held concerns and principles.  Issue guides do not identify individuals or organizations with partisan labels such as Democrat, Republican, conservative or liberal.  The goal of these guides is to present ideas in a fresh way that encourages readers to judge them on their merit.  Issue guides are an excellent educational tool designed to obtain citizens’ perspectives of often controversial issues.

National Issues Forums newest issue guides are:

Terrorism:  What Should We Do Now—the  most contentious questions in this new era of terrorism are about how we respond to this threat as a nation, and what we need to do differently to prevent such attacks from happening repeatedly in the future.

By the People:  Americans’ Role in the World—As the only superpower since the end of the Cold War, America exercises unparalleled global dominance.  Yet, the September 11 attack showed us that we are not immune to the world’s problems.  Powerful and prosperous, yet neither entirely secure nor universally liked, Americans are uncertain about their role in the world in the twenty-first century.  This issue guide presents four perspectives on the question of what kind of world we want our children and grandchildren to live in.

News Media and Society:  How to Restore the Public Trust—good journalism is vitally important for a strong democracy, but Americans increasingly do not trust the news media.  We must restore citizens’ trust in news reporting in order for our democracy to function well.  This issue guide suggests three approaches to repairing the relationship between the news media and the American people.  Each approach offers different perspectives on what has damaged citizens’ trust.  Each presents various ways to address those problems.  The ideas and suggestions come from citizens and experts across the county.

The New Science of Food:  Facing Up to Our Biotechnology Choices –The use of new biotechnology tools in our global agriculture and food system has rapidly increased during the past decade.  Scientists can now use biotechnology to create characteristics in plants and animals by transferring genetic material from one source to another plant or animal.  In the process, new personal and social decisions emerge about these foods and agricultural products.  Three public policy approaches are outlined in this guide to address the challenge of the new science of food.

Examining Health Care:  What’s the Public’s Prescription?—the U.S. spends more than any other country in the world on health care----$1.3 trillion in 2000, or $4,637 on every man, woman and child.  Yet serious problems with access, cost and quality persist, depriving many people of the care they need and jeopardizing the health of our nation.

From doctors to insurance executives, from patients to officeholders, an overwhelming number of Americans say we desperately need to reform health care in this country.  But what is the best prescription for breaking down the barriers preventing so many people from receiving appropriate medical care?

At the heart of people’s concerns about health care are important questions about what we value as Americans and what we are and are not willing to do to improve health care.  Although they are not mutually exclusive, three approaches are presented to reflect different perspectives and priorities that people bring to this critical issue.  

You can review all of the issue guides available through the National Issues Forums by visiting their web site, www.nifi.org.  To order issue guides call 1-800-228-0810.  Each issue guide cost approximately $4.

Important Note:  The Oklahoma Partnership for Public Deliberation conducts Public Policy Institutes to prepare people to moderate and record issue forums.  If you would like to host a public forum on any of the topics listed on the NIF web site contact Sue Williams 405-744-6825 or Renée Daugherty 405-744-5776 to learn more about conducting a forum and contacting trained moderators and recorders.
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