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Implications for Cooperative Extension Service.  Head Start as a key partner in the Family Resiliency Impact Team’s work with character education through the Character Critters program.  Recently we focused our efforts on teacher in-service to extend our program to reach more families.  We have extended the Louisiana curriculum to include more Developmentally Appropriate Practices (DAP) as required by Head Start Policy and the theoretical base of the OSU early childhood program.  Findings from the FACES study are directly related to vocabulary development, the main child outcome for the Character Critters curriculum.  The findings further support the importance of teacher attitudes toward DAP and family backgrounds of the children served, suggesting that Oklahoma Cooperative Extension chose the right path for their in-service instruction and should continue to support, guide, and reinforce Head Start teachers in the incorporation of DAP in their classrooms.

FACES is a national longitudinal study of the cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development of Head Start children; the characteristics, well-being, and accomplishments of families; the observed quality of Head Start classrooms; and the characteristics, needs, and opinions of Head Start teachers and other program staff. It has a representative sample of 40 Head Start programs and 3,200 children and parents who are studied at entry into the program, followed for one or two years of program participation, and followed-up at the end of the kindergarten year. Beginning with a Spring 1997 field test in which approximately 2,400 parents and children were studied, data collection has continued in Fall 1997, Spring 1998, and Spring 1999. The Spring 2000 data collection provided the kindergarten follow-up and the Spring 2001 data collection provided the first grade follow-up for children completing Head Start in Spring 1999. A new national cohort of FACES was launched in Fall 2000, with a national probability sample of 2,800 children entering Head Start in 43 new Head Start programs. 

The second FACES study found several positive outcomes related to vocabulary development for children:

· Head Start children showed significant gains in vocabulary skills against national norms in 2000-2001, as they had in 1997-1998.

· Language minority children in Head Start programs showed significant gains in English vocabulary skills without declines in their Spanish vocabulary skills.  

Study Shows Progress for Head Start Children (continued)

The study found that Head Start classroom quality remained in the "Good" range in the ECERS-R (Early Childhood Education Rating Scale) and Assessment Profile scales in 2000, as they had been in 1997.  

Various factors affected the quality of programs.  Overall, the results suggest that variations in the quality of Head Start programs may be explained by characteristics of the families and children they serve, resources available to them, curricula used in the programs, and teacher beliefs.

· The relationship between program-level factors and classroom quality is explained by teachers' beliefs about developmentally appropriate practice (DAP) and their years of experience, 


rather than by teachers' levels of education; BA or AA teacher qualifications were not related to classroom quality after controlling for teacher experience and DAP beliefs and program factors.

· Teachers' beliefs about DAP appear related to the program's use of a specific curriculum in the majority of classrooms and appear to have the strongest effect on teacher sensitivity.

· Child/adult ratio is primarily related to the average teacher salaries paid by the program.  Programs who can afford higher salaries can also afford classrooms with lower child/adult ratios, hence higher quality.
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