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IMPLICATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE EXTENSION. The quality and availability of educational programs in any content area are significantly impacted by public policy related to that content area.  The Oklahoma Academy is an organization that targets social needs in our state, researches those needs, convenes a town hall meeting to get citizen perspectives on addressing the needs and then takes proactive steps to influence state policy related to that need.  This year The Academy addressed health care and will be working before and during the legislative session to develop legislation related to health in Oklahoma.  As Cooperative Extension professionals it is important that you know about this unique approach to policy development and also be aware of a legislative focus on health care and wellness during the upcoming legislative session.  This policy activity can greatly impact our programs as well as the well being of Oklahomans.

Background

The Oklahoma Academy is a research and public policy organization designed to be a forum for the identification and deliberation of critical issues facing the state and to be a catalyst in the development and implementation of proactive public policy recommendations designed to improve Oklahoma’s relative standard of living.

To achieve its vision the Oklahoma Academy:

· Identifies areas of need and problems facing the state and its people

· Sponsors and conducts research on critical issues facing the state in order to develop accurate information

· Develops an educated awareness on policies and programs designed to meet the needs of the people

· Develops long-range goals and agendas for action 

· Increases citizen awareness of the Academy and its policy recommendations through a planned communications effort

To accomplish the mission, the Oklahoma Academy:

· Utilizes a well-defined town hall process

· Focuses on maximizing and thoughtful planning

· Produces policy recommendations and supports their implementation

The Town Hall Conference Process used by the Oklahoma Academy is designed to convene a culturally, geographically, vocationally and politically inclusive group of Oklahomans who will focus collaborative discussions on a researched topic 
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and develop specific recommendations that will ultimately improve the quality of life for all Oklahomans.  Approximately 150 individuals are invited to participate in the Town Hall.  The composition of the Town Hall participants is designed to represent the demographic make-up of the state.   

2002 Town Hall Meeting

The 2002 Town Hall Meeting sponsored by the Oklahoma Academy focused on the condition of Oklahoma health.  Each of the 150 participants was provided an in-depth research report of physical and mental health conditions in the state.  During the town hall participants asked why are Oklahoma’s health indicators worse than the other states and what can be done to improve this condition.  This meeting did not focus on blaming but on serious discussion about causes, and policies that might contribute to improving the state of Oklahoma’s health.  

Policy recommendations that were identified as priority issues for possible legislative action were:

· Tax tobacco products

· Convert Oklahoma Medicaid Program from a “welfare” model to an insurance model

· Enact statewide school meal nutritional standards and re-introduce legislation to eliminate junk food vending machines and/or require healthier products in Pre-K through 12 schools.

· Use Healthy People 2010 indicators as a framework to create community health report cards in certifying healthy cities.

· Acknowledge the increasing importance of end-of-life issues by increasing training for healthcare providers in palliative care, examine end-of-life laws, and enact statutory immunity for civil liabilities for physicians who follow advance directives and DNR forms, create a central registry for advance directives and DNR orders.

· Develop a comprehensive plan to address mental health issues

Task forces have been developed to review Town Hall recommendations and begin work to develop legislation that will be consistent with recommendations and strive to improve the quality of health in Oklahoma.  
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