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IMPLICATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE EXTENSION. The state of health and health care are major concerns for all Americans. In many respects, the current health picture for Oklahoma is dim. As reported in the Oklahoma Board of Health 2003 State of the State’s Health report, too many Oklahomans still smoke, are overweight, do not exercise enough, and do not have medical insurance. The United Health Foundation recently ranked Oklahoma 46th in the nation for health.

Many believe that legislation is one way to address poor health conditions in our state. Several pieces of significant legislation were enacted during the 49th Oklahoma Legislature. It is important for Extension Educators to be aware of current policies related to health care and to consider the impact of these policies on the people served by Extension. Further it is important for citizens and professionals to provide impact to policy makers regarding the impact of current and future legislation.

Overview
Each year the Oklahoma House of Representatives Research, Legal, and Fiscal prepare an overview of substantive legislation enacted during each session of the Oklahoma Legislature. This document highlights legislation passed during the first regular session of the 49th Oklahoma Legislature. Legislative Highlights are not intended to be completely reflective of the Legislature’s entire work but summarizes key pieces of legislation. This document is available as a hard copy document or on the House of Representatives’ home page---www.lsb.state.ok.us/house/ohorpage.htm. 
This abstract focuses on legislation related to Health and Mental Health. Legislative highlights for several other topics are available in this report. 
Health Related Legislation

The most significant legislation enacted during the 2003 legislative session that related to health policy dealt with prohibiting smoking in most public places. Other significant issues that were addressed included restoring Medicaid services that had been reduced due to budget constraints and improving access to health care.
Tobacco:  After several years of contentious debate, an agreement to restrict smoking in most public places was finally reached this session. SJR 21 will prohibit smoking in most indoor workplaces beginning September 1, 2003. SJR 21 amends the Smoking in Public Places Act by making all indoor work places, unless exempted, smoke-free.
A measure designed to restrict youth access to tobacco, HB 1814, was enacted in response to the increased use of the Internet and mail system to sell, buy and deliver cigarettes. The measure specifically prohibits the sale and delivery of cigarettes to underage individuals and requires that prior to the 
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delivery of cigarettes to a consumer, confirmation be provided verifying that the purchaser is of legal age. 

Legislative changes (HB 1359 & HB 1457) were also made that impact the Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust Fund. 
Access to Care:  In an effort to address unreimbursed health care costs, HB 1713, creates the Oklahoma Community Hospitals Public Trust Authorities Act. The measure authorizes one or more hospital located within a county or an adjacent county or counties and a municipality to create a public trust:
· Securing funding for health care, including care for medically indigent persons;
· Maximizing coordination of health care services;

· Providing for supplemental Medicaid programs.
In an effort to reduce the number of Oklahomans who do not have health care coverage, SB 610 creates the Oklahoma Medicaid Program Reform Act of 2003. As a result of this act, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority will apply for federal wavers that will enable OHCA to increase access to health care coverage for the uninsured by:

· Reforming the Oklahoma Medicaid program to promote personal responsibility and the appropriate utilization of health care benefits through the use of cost sharing;

· Purchasing health care coverage using buy-in arrangements for small employers and/or voucher arrangements for employer-sponsored insurance purchasing; 

· Developing flexible health care benefit packages based upon patient need and cost.
Professions and Occupations:. A variety of measures were enacted related to health professionals including.

· HB 1270 was enacted to provide more accountability for funeral homes and crematoriums in Oklahoma.

· HB 1443 and HB 1445 expands the types of procedures that a dentist may delegate to a hygienist and allows dental hygienists practice outside of a dental office in a specified list of places.
· HB 1526 restricts pharmacists to administering therapeutic injections only as prescribed by a licensed physician.
· HB 1140 authorizes the issuance of a special volunteer medical license for retired physicians and dentists who wish to continue providing medical and dental care to the indigent and other need persons. The annual license is issued at no cost and without any continuing education requirements.
· SB 561 allows physical therapists to provide physical therapy services without a physician referral to children who receive physical therapy services pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
· HB 1502 prohibits the dispensing, supplying or otherwise applying of corrective or cosmetic contact lenses without a prescription issued by a licensed professional.
· SB 678 makes it a misdemeanor to provide false information about a criminal conviction on the uniform employment application for nurse aides.

Immunizations:  SB787 requires students who are first-time enrollees in any public or private postsecondary educational institution who reside in student housing to be vaccinated against meningococcal disease unless the student’s parent or guardian or the student, if 18 years of age or older, signs a written waiver stating that the individual has chosen not to be vaccinated. 
HB 1099 requires that the State Department of Health offer a vaccination program for first responders who may be exposed to infectious diseases while deployed to bioterrorism attacks, terrorist attacks, catastrophic or natural disasters and other emergencies.

Oklahoma Health Care Authority:  Several pieces of legislation were enacted that relate to the services provided by the Oklahoma Health Care Authority among these are:
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· HB 1017 requires the agency to impose a quality assurance assessment fee on each health maintenance organization (HMO) having a Medicaid managed care contract with the state that is administered by OHCA. 
· HB 1246 transfers $7.2 million form the Department of Human Services to the OHCA to help restore Medicaid services to children, pregnant women, the elderly and people with disabilities.

Miscellaneous Health Related Measures:

HB 1442 requires a nursing facility to report serious incidents to the OSDH within 24 hours including communicable diseases, death by unusual occurrences, missing residents, situations arising where criminal intent is suspected and resident abuse, neglect or misappropriating of a resident’s property.
SB 586 establishes an organ, eye and tissue donor registry to be known as the Life Share Donor Registry.
HB 1145 authorizes the board of county commissioners of any county in the state that has a population greater than 500,000 to employ a licensed physician to provide medical services for indigent patients and for adult and juvenile offenders.
SB 689 creates the Oklahoma Task Force to Eliminate Health Disparities, which will make recommendations on ways to eliminate health and health access disparities in Oklahoma among multicultural, disadvantaged and regional populations. 
SB 785 directs the State Commissioner of Health to convene a task force to make recommendations for a program to increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of Hepatitis C in Oklahoma

Mental Health Related Legislation
The most significant issue related to mental health policy for this session was finding new methods to increase funding for substance abuse treatment programs. Other measures address limited youth access to beer and add patient-friendly provisions to mental health statutes.

HB 1106 raises the cost of a three-year permit to sell low-point beer and establishes a Community-based Substance Abuse Revolving Fund and directs that the revenue generated by the fee increases be deposited into the fund to be used by the Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (DMHSAS) to contract with private and tribal providers to deliver treatment, counseling and rehabilitation services to alcohol and drug-dependent persons.
SB 46 requires a person who has been found guilty of driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs or guilty of possession, distribution or manufacturing of drugs to pay a $100 assessment. Monies collected from the assessment will be deposited in the Drug Abuse Education and Treatment Revolving Fund within the DMHSAS. 
HB 1014 is intended to prevent the sale of beer kegs to minors and to discourage adults from purchasing kegs for minors by requiring licensed retail sellers to attach identification seals to kegs that are sold for off-premises consumption. The bill requires retailers to keep a record with certain information about the purchases of a keg for one year after the date of the sale.
HB 1266 makes additional changes to adult mental health statutes enacted during the previous legislative session. Significant provisions of the measure include:
· Providing that persons who have received mental health or drug or alcohol abuse treatment services are entitled to personal access to their treatment records unless access is likely to endanger the life or physical safety of the patient or another person.  

· Increased the enrollment fee for a DUI courses.
· Required the Board of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services to establish application and renewal fees for certification of DUI course instructors.
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· Increase to $175 the fee for those undergoing an alcohol and drug assessment and evaluation related to driver license revocation and directing that 10 percent of the fee be remitted to DMHSAS for the purpose of providing substance abuse treatment to the indigent.

SB 674 makes additional changes to the children’s mental health code. Provisions include requiring a medical necessity review at the time of application for inpatient commitment of a minor and every 30 days during the time the minor is in inpatient treatment. Finally, the bill provides that a minor may be detained on an emergency basis for up to five days without a pre-hearing detention order.

HB 1103 provides that a person who has a mental illness and is under the care of a licensed mental health professional has the right to designate a treatment advocate, who may participate in the treatment planning and discharge planning of the patient.

Conclusions
Not all legislation related to health and mental health passed during the 49th Oklahoma Legislature was included in this abstract. For more detailed information refer the Highlights of Legislation as well as copies of specific bills passed. 
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