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Implications for Cooperative Extension. As we move to a world economy and social structure many U.S. citizens struggle with the type of relationship they want individually, as a community and as a nation with foreign countries. For the past five or six years the Kettering Foundation has been hosting deliberative discussions across the U.S. and Russia to determine from a citizen perspective what types of relationships citizens want. Oklahoma hosted two of these deliberative discussions. Citizens in our state had perspectives similar to those held by other U.S. citizens. It is important that Extension professionals have an understanding of citizen perspectives on foreign relations specifically with Russia.

Background. Since the fall of 2000, the Kettering Foundation has been engaged in a process of working with citizens in the United States and Russia to understand, through deliberation, just what kind of relationship citizens’ desire for the two countries. This process underscores the significance of a deliberative public engaged in complex issues. Over the course of five years, much has come to bear on the U.S./Russia relationship both on the domestic and international front. 
Findings. A study of the deliberative forums found: 

· U.S. citizens do not point to the U.S./Russia relationship as a matter of significant concern at this time, but rather as an issue of ongoing interest. 
· The relationship between Russia and the United States becomes more important to people as citizen-to-citizen interactions between Russians and Americans grow more frequent.

· Citizens do see value in exchange of various skills, services, or cultural opportunities. The forums suggest that citizens expect that exchanges be of comparable value to each country.

· Citizens remain committed to the idea that the U.S. should pursue closer ties with Russia, so long as Russia is moving toward further democratization. 
· Forum participants seem preoccupied with being perceived as an arrogant nation. If the U.S. were to offer assistance to Russia, citizens would prefer that it be done in a reciprocal nature through partnerships with Russia.

· Citizens in both countries highlight the difficulty of effectively creating international partnerships when the U.S. continues to operate from a position of superiority.
Conclusions. In summary, an ongoing underlying tension for U.S. citizens appears to be a concern for personal safety versus domestic economic and social problems. Citizens are, however, clear that they are interested in partnering with Russia only as long as Russia pursues a democratic structure. Further U.S. citizens expect the U.S. to maintain a leadership role in the world, but by means that make it possible for mutual growth 
