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The National Issues Forums has released a new deliberation guides. These guides are available to conduct public deliberative forums on a topic of interest to many U.S. citizens. Extension educators can convene forums to hear what citizens in their counties or area think on how citizen reclaim public life and re-engage in public decision making. To obtain issue books contact the National Issues Forums web site. www.nifi.org. To obtain a list of moderators and recorders prepared to conduct deliberative forums in your area refer to the Oklahoma Partnership for Public Deliberation web site, www.OKdeliberates.org. A summary of the deliberative guides follows:

Democracy’s Challenge:  Reclaiming the Public’s Role
There is a feeling of dissatisfaction in the country. People are fed up with politics turning into blood sport and frustrated that we cannot seem to make progress on our significant social and economic problems. As a result, Americans by the millions are turning away from public polices, the town square if your will, where we have traditionally come together to solve public problems.
Using three approaches, this issue framework explores how as a nation we reclaim the public’s role in our democracy.
Approach One: Democratic Values:  Rebuilding democracy’s moral foundation

Approach Two: Web of Connections:  Reinventing citizenship

Approach Three: By the People:  Bringing the public back into politics

Consider convening a forum in your local area and celebrate the 2006 birth of our country by hosting “Forums on the 4th” using this issue book.
