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IMPLICATIONS 
FOR COOPERATIVE EXTENSION:
This study’s results indicate that 
family and neighborhood factors were associated with adolescent adjustment through positive peer relationships. In other words, positive family and neighborhood experiences in early childhood and supportive peer relationships in middle childhood were significantly related to low levels of antisocial behavior and high levels or social skills in early adolescence.
 It is our job in the mental health profession to use these findings to help jump-start a change in the way we educate parents and families on the importance of the aforementioned factors. Early education on the influence of parenting styles and home environmental factors could positively influence child development
)

Overview:
	The importance of family, peers, and environmental factors on the developmental process of children has been a popular topic in recent research. Research shows that the aforementioned factors do play a pivotal role on child development. The purpose of this study was to investigate additive, and mediation models involving family, neighborhood, and peer characteristics as predictors of child adjustment. Child adjustment is defined as positive social skills and behaviors.
Models:  Additive models explore the idea that family, neighborhood, and peer relationship variables play a unique and independent role in child adjustment in early adolescence, while mediation models provide information as to why two of these variables might be associated.  
	The current study explored three research questions. First, researchers wanted to know if there are longitudinal links between family/neighborhood and peer factors in adolescent adjustment. Second, using an additive effects model, researchers investigated whether or not the aforementioned variables incrementally predicted adolescent adjustment when examined simultaneously. Third, researchers tested mediation models to ascertain whether family and neighborhood factors were related to adolescent adjustment indirectly through positive peer relationships.

Method:
Sample:     The sample was comprised of 310 families with 11/2-year-old sons (51.3% European American, 39.2% African- American, .3% Hispanic, 9.2%  other) 33% of the sample consisted of single-parent-headed families (average age of mother was 27, average household income was $12 567).  The families were selected from the Pitt Mother & Child Project (PMCP).

Overview:    Family and neighborhood factors were assessed during home and laboratory assessments at the ages of 11/2, 2, 31/2, and 5 years. Prior child adjustment was based on data collected at ages of two to eight. The peer relationship data came from sociometric interviews that were held on Fridays of both weeks of camp. Child behavior was based on mother, teacher, and child reports at the ages of 11 and 12.

Results:
Research Question 1: Low levels of antisocial behavior and positive social skills in early adolescence were associated with supportive parenting, low levels of neighborhood danger, and low levels of depression in mothers. Further low levels of antisocial behavior and high social skills were shown to lead to higher peer group acceptance. 

Research Question 2: Evidence for the additive effects model was found in the prediction of adolescent adjustment being a product of many environmental and social factors, especially antisocial behavior. When early child adjustment was entered into the model, however, only peer group acceptance served as a significant and unique predictor of antisocial and prosocial behavior.

Research Question 3: Family and neighborhood factors were linked to adolescent adjustment through positive peer relationships. When early child adjustment was entered into the equation, however, evidence for influence was found only in one case. Specifically, supportive parenting was related to adolescent social skills through peer group acceptance.

Discussion:
	Research found that positive family and neighborhood experiences in early childhood and supportive peer relationships in middle childhood were significantly related to low levels of antisocial behavior and high levels of social skills in early adolescence. Further, both familial and peer involvement were shown to be predictors of antisocial behavior outcomes. Overall, research concluded that all of the investigated variables, family, neighborhood, and peer relationships, are factors that directly influence child development. 
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