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Overview: The purpose of the current study was to discover reasons and factors for the decision to terminate parental rights (TPR) of fathers whose children were in the foster care system and to provide policy implications.
Method: The sample was of foster care court cases in which fathers appealed the decision to terminate parental rights from four southern states; Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, and Virginia.  Approximately 428 cases were extracted from LEXIS-NEXIS database and the author found 99 cases involving fathers.  A stratified random sampling procedure was used to select 32 representative cases from the pool of 99 (8 cases from each state).  
A directed, mixed-methods approached was conducted using both qualitative and quantitative data.  The researchers decided on themes using a coding scheme that came from the data and verification process to coding to avoid bias.  The researchers also applied the Responsible Fathering conceptual framework when coding the themes.         

Findings: Themes that came from the judges’ decisions were; parenting skills, commitment, psychological well-being, and employment were “Father Factors.”  Ultimately 91% of the cases resulted in fathers losing their parental rights.  The mother-father relationship, which was referred to as the co-parental relationships by authors, was a factor in determining whether fathers lost their rights.  Fathers who did not have a steady income and/or employment lost their right to parent.  A child’s age was a factor in TPR decisions.  The younger the child the more likely fathers lost their rights and the child was adopted.  If the child bonded well with the foster family then ultimately the decision was to TPR.  Father factors, his parenting skills, commitment to being a father/interest in parenting, mental well-being, and employment, were factors considered by judges.  Most of the fathers who had their rights terminated had these factors.
When children become part of the foster care systems, professionals should find services to help address fathers’ mental health and, alcohol and/or substance abuse concerns.  Professionals should recognize the risk factors attached to fathers’ incarceration, and the quality of the mother-father relationship.  All these factors affect the parent-child relationship.  We call readers attention to a few facts found in the study.  A third of the father’s in the current study experienced issues related to mental health.  Half of the cases reviewed included fathers using substances.  Two thirds of the fathers had been or were presently incarcerated.  The father-mother relationship is an important factor to the father-child relationship.  

Conclusion and Implications: The authors found that termination of parental rights (TPR) for fathers was based largely on the legal test of clear and convincing evidence.  Using the best interests of the child standard was not used sufficiently and clear and convincing evidence was the standard used by judges.  Researchers suggested the need for practitioners to focus on the fathers’ mental health, alcohol and/or substance abuse concerns.  Professionals working with fathers whose children are in the foster care systems must recognize the risk factors attached to parental incarceration.  Improving the quality of the mother-father relationship is important to judges’ decisions to terminate the rights of fathers whose children were in foster care.       
IMPLICATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE EXTENSION:  When working with families whose children are in the foster care system, one must understand the implications of the risk factors used to determine when fathers will lose their right to parent.  Also, professionals must understand the use of legal tests, such as clear and convincing evidence and the best interests of the child.














