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IMPLICATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE EXTENSION: The following report found that Latinos in Oklahoma face specific challenges regarding youth behaviors, family and parenting practices, and community resources.  Community programs should provide information to Latinos on these relevant topics.  Attention should be paid to recruitment strategies for programs, language barriers, and awareness of cultural differences.  

Overview: 
There is a quickly growing population of Latinos in the United States.  Latino families face similar issues as Caucasian families, such as youth drug use and pregnancy, but for different reasons. This report identifies needs, assets, and gaps in resources available to the population of Hispanic children, youth, and families in Oklahoma.  This report contributes to four goals for the Team Initiative Program (TIP) project.  The first objective was to identify the needs and resources available to Hispanic families.  Secondly, the project developed an instrument used to survey Latinos who lived in Oklahoma about their perceived needs and access to community resources.  Third, the Spanish-Language Resource Inventory database of resources available for use with Hispanic populations was created Lastly, this resource inventory was distributed by postings on websites and through educators and specialists.

Method:
Recruitment: Participants were recruited using a two-step process.  First, communities throughout Oklahoma with large portions of Latinos were included: the panhandle (Beaver, Texas, and Cimarron counties), the southwest (Jackson, Tilman, and Harmon counties), Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Stillwater and key Latino gatekeepers in these communities were identified.  Second, focus group meetings in each county were conducted in Spanish and English to collect data. 
 
Sample:  89 people participated in 10 focus groups (five Spanish and five English groups.)  The majority of participants were female, slightly under 30 years of age and employed full time.  Most participants had not completed a high school education, had lived in Oklahoma for 10 years, and had a household income ranging from $26,000 to $31,000.  

Procedure:  Participants were informed about the nature of the questions and confidentiality.  Participants first completed an individual, self-report paper-and-pencil survey.  Then participants were invited to complete a semi-structured focus group interview.  Focus group interviews began by asking participants the “Miracle Question”: If they woke up one morning and, while they had been sleeping, a miracle had occurred in their community, what would be different?  Additional open ended questions and probes asked participants about their experiences as Latinos in their communities.

Results:
Latino Concerns:
Through this study, Latinos voices concerns about the welfare of their families and communities.  Several themes were identified through this research.  The youth in Latino communities need more effective prevention and intervention program for risky behaviors.  Teen pregnancy, drugs, and school dropout are prevalent concerns in Latino communities in Oklahoma.  This study also found that families need help with the work-family balance and effective parenting strategies.  Many Latinos work long and hard hours, which makes it difficult for them to monitor and nurture their children.  Participants also discussed how they feel conflicted when raising children in two cultural value systems: those of the home and family and those outside the home, such as peer groups.  Lastly, Latinos value a strong sense of community in their lives.  Many Latinos in Oklahoma have moved more recently and so there is not a strong sense of community for them.  This makes it more difficult for them to be aware of different events and opportunities available to them. 

Barriers to Resources:
There are community resources available to Latinos in Oklahoma but many barriers prevent Latinos from being able to access these resources.  Language is an issue that easily separates Latinos in Oklahoma.  There are opportunities and activities available to them that they are unaware of because of language barriers.  It is also hard to find childcare and many Latinos do not know where to find quality childcare.  Schools are helpful in informing Latino parents of different resources and activities they and their children can participate in.  Participants also strongly voiced fear about being a Latino in the state of Oklahoma.  Oklahoma law states it is illegal to unknowingly transport illegal immigrants.  It also requires that people applying for government benefits provide proof of citizenship.  This causes many Latinos to avoid seeking out opportunities for fear of being turned in to authorities.

Discussion:
The Latino population in Oklahoma face several challenges with their youth, families, and communities.  With community as a strong value in their lives, decreasing barriers to community resources can be important for Latinos in Oklahoma.  The Spanish Language Resource Inventory was created to offer bilingual information about educational resources, family and parenting, youth, and other resources (available at http://sera37.wordpress. com) Using the information from this report, better programs can be created and made more available for Latino families.
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