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Implications for Cooperative Extension: The results of this study indicate that individual risk factors make individual contributions to children’s development, specifically antisocial behavior. Peer acceptance was found to be unique in that it was the only variable to predict both antisocial and prosocial behaviors. Based on these findings it is evident that peer relationships significantly impact child adjustment; thus, it is important to encourage positive peer relationships for children. Based on this information, professionals working in schools, youth clubs, recreation facilities, or as mentors, etc. can emphasize the importance of positive peer relationships by encouraging prosocial skills and providing opportunities to interact with other adolescents in an organized manner. 
Overview: 

Family and peer relationships are undeniably important to child socialization. Family characteristics such as parenting and parental adjustment and neighborhood contexts such as violence have been associated with children’s behavior adjustment, In addition, peer relationships both positive and negative impact child developmental outcomes more specifically antisocial behavior and social skills. Prior research has indicated that families and neighborhoods are important development contexts because they serve as socialization contexts where children learn the rules and norms necessary to become competent members of society. In addition peer acceptance has been found to provide companionship and connection to a larger group, where they learn antisocial and prosocial skills. Research supports the idea that risk factors separately contribute to child development. Research also supports mediation models which offer explanations for why two variables are related. For example in this study family and neighborhood characteristics predict child adjustment as explained by peer relationships. There were 3 goals of the present study. First, the study was long term longitudinal in design; assessing family and neighborhood factors in early childhood, peer relationships in middle childhood, and child adjustment in early adolescence to determine whether the early childhood risks and middle childhood peer relationships were related to early adolescent adjustment. Second, the study investigated whether family, neighborhood, and peer factors contribute uniquely to adolescent adjustment. Third, the link between early childhood family and neighborhood factors and early adolescent adjustment was explored to determine if peer relationships during middle childhood were mediating.
Method:

Sample: The sample was part of the Pitt Mother & Child Project, a longitudinal study concerned with the vulnerability and resilience processes in low-income boys. The initial sample consisted of 310 families with 1 ½  year old sons (51.3% European American, 39.2% African-American, 0.3 % Hispanic, 9.2% other; 33% single-parent families; mother’s M age = 27.82, SD = 5.3; M family annual income = $12,567, SD = 7689.02). The average SES score was 23.32  (SD=9.29) based on the Hollingshead (1979) scale. 
Measures: Family and neighborhood factors were measured at four age points: 1 ½, 2, 3 ½, and 5. Family characteristics consisted of maternal depression and supportive parenting. Maternal depression was assessed at ages 1 ½ and 5 based on mother report. Supportive parenting was assessed at the age of 2 based on home observations. Neighborhood contexts were assessed based on mother reports of neighborhood activities at child ages of 2 and 5. Prior child adjustment consisted of 2 elements: antisocial behavior and prior social skills. Antisocial behavior and prior social skills were measured based on mother and teacher reports. Prior child adjustment was based on data collected between the ages of 2 and 8. Peer relationship data was obtained by sociometric interviews. Children ranked how well they liked each peer. They nominated peers based on 14 traits. Peer group acceptance was calculated by averaging the average peer rating and social preference scores. Finally, at ages 11 and 12 child antisocial behavior and social skills were measured based on reports by mother and teacher, adolescents also reported on antisocial behavior. 

Results:
Results indicate that high levels of supportive parenting during early childhood were associated with low levels of adolescent antisocial behavior and high levels of social skills in adolescence. Results also indicate that low levels of neighborhood dangerousness and maternal depression during early childhood were associated with low levels of antisocial behavior and high levels of social skills in adolescence. Another major finding of the study was that family, neighborhood, and peer factors individually predict adolescent adjustment. However, only peer acceptance was found to be a unique predictor for both antisocial and prosocial behavior, especially when controlling for prior child adjustment. The final major finding was that family and neighborhood factors are related to adolescent adjustment based on the presence of peer relationships. However, after controlling for prior child adjustment factors the link between supportive parenting and adolescent social skills was the only link explained by peer acceptance.

Discussion:
The overall findings from this study suggest that peer relationships are crucial to the development of antisocial and prosocial behaviors. The findings of this study indicate that family, neighborhood, and peer factors are all unique predictors of antisocial and prosocial behaviors. In addition, this study found that family and peer factors when studied together are predictors of future antisocial behavior. One possible explanation for this finding is that children interact differently with parents than with peers. Parents exert more power and control whereas interactions with peers tend to be more balanced and favorable to learning social skills. A second explanation is that peer group acceptance and social skills are a reflection of social competence. Lastly, this study found evidence that peer relationships can explain the link between family and neighborhood risks in early childhood and adolescent adjustment. This finding indicates that family and neighborhood contexts are important to the development of the skills necessary to form positive peer relationships. There are two important notes to the findings of this study. First results indicated a negative correlation between supportive parenting and adolescent adjustment, the correlation was small indicating that peer acceptance does not explain all of the difference. A second note to the findings of this study concerns the fact that no association was found between maternal depression and adolescent adjustment. A possible explanation for this is that parenting may explain maternal psychopathology such as depression and child adjustment associations. 












