6/10
FR 2-1
ABSTRACT
Foster Care, Parental Rights, & Drug Use

Prepared by:	Cassandra Clark			Meyer, A., McWey, L., McKendrick, W., 			HDFS Graduate Student		& Henderson, T.		
		cassandra.kent@okstate.edu 		Florida State University										ameyer@fsu.edu	 

Meyer, A., McWey, L., McKendrick, W., & Henderson, T. (2010). Substance using parents, foster care, and termination of parental rights: The importance of risk factors for legal outcomes. Children and Youth Services Review, doi:10.1016/j.childyouth.2009.12.011.


IMPLICATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE EXTENSION: Parents whose children are in foster care because of their substance abuse would benefit from treatment programs and support to comply with case plan goals. Parenting programs, such as those offered by Extension, must remember that parents who abuse substances and drugs are at greater risk of permanently losing their children. Extension should emphasize that parents who use drugs are not likely to regain custody of their child.  It may also be beneficial for parent education programs to offer referrals to successful substance abuse treatment programs.

Overview: 
The authors reviewed foster care court cases in which parents appealed a judge’s decision to terminate their parental rights. Parents who spent time in jail or who had multiple risk factors, such as mental health providers, were more likely to loose custody. The findings suggests the need for mental health workers, treatment program staff, and welfare caseworkers to join together for better outcomes for incarcerated parents or parents with multiple risks.

Method:
Method: Foster care court case records were selected from Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, and Virginia. Records included case notes, testimony, and notes from other professionals. The reliability of court records was noted because parents who appealed the loss of their parental rights had more resources and were more likely to be highly functional despite their multiple risk factors.
Sample: Appellant court cases where termination of parental rights and substance use took place were randomly chosen. There were 30 cases in which parents did not lose their parental rights and 30 in which they did. All cases involved parental substance use and many included other risk factors, such as poverty, jail time, and mental health problems.
Analyses: Document or content analysis was completed. Researchers tracked, coded, and categorized themes found in cases. They compared the two groups of court cases: non-termination and termination of parental rights. 
Results: Parents who had more risk factors, including alcohol and other drug use were more likely to have their parental rights taken.

Discussion:
Parents with substance abuse problems were more likely to lose their parental rights. Parents who provided a safe and secure home for their child were more likely to regain custody. Substance abuse treatment can help parents achieve case plan goals. Combined efforts of mental health workers, treatment program staff, and welfare caseworkers can bridge the gap for parents needing longer treatment programs.
