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IMPLICATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE EXTENSION:  With the growing number of Latino immigrants in the U.S. there is a significant need for more culturally sensitive parenting programs.  Developing programs to help adolescents adapt to their environments could potentially lower their educational risk. One way to enhance academic achievement is through fostering adolescent academic motivation. The results of the study indicate that parenting interventions are an important strategy for enhancing academic motivation.  If parents are able to gain better skills in monitoring their adolescences are likely to have higher academic motivation, which may help to strengthen the adolescents’ academic achievement.  It is important when working with immigrant populations that parenting interventions are available their native language. 

Overview: 
One in five high schools students in the United States reside in immigrant families with the majority of them being Latino.  When you are examining academic achievement in adolescents it is important to use an ecological perspective.  Both the environment and the relationships that surround the adolescent are important.  Neighborhood factors can important to adolescent academic achievement, especially since immigrant families are more prone to live in disadvantaged neighborhoods.  Research shows that individuals that grow up in disadvantaged neighborhoods are more likely to drop out of school.  Parental factors are another important element to examine when looking at adolescents academic achievement.  Three factors that are shown to help adolescents are parental support, parental monitoring and parental educational attainment.  All three of these factors help to explain the academic success in adolescents from immigrant families. Adolescent factors also play a role in the academic achievement of immigrant youth. Academic motivation, academic responsibilities and the amount of commitment to their education are all important factors for adolescents to achieve academic success.     
The research question was the extent to which adolescents’ perceived neighborhood risk, parenting, academic, and demographic factors nested in neighborhoods varied in academic achievement.

Method:
Sample:  502 Latino adolescent were used in the study.  Of the sample, 38% were foreign born and 62% were native born.  The subsample contained 292 (58%) girls and 210 (42%) boys and the mean age of the sample was 14.81 with a range of 13 to 19 years.  At least one parent had to be born outside of the United States.

Procedures:  The data for the study was collected from three different sources.  GPA for the adolescents was collected from school records.  Level 1 data and demographic data was collected from self-reports questionnaires.  The Level 2 data was taken from census data.  The reports were given in English and their were RAs their to help the adolescents with any comprehension problems. 

Measures:  GPA was measured on a 5-point scale:  0=F and 4=A. There were three Level 1 Independent variables.  Perceived neighborhood risk was measured using a 10-item scale.  Parenting factors were assessed by asking adolescents to respond twice, about their mother and father for each parenting variable.  The adolescents were also asked to respond about their perceptions of their mother and fathers educational aspirations.  They only responded once by telling their parent’s highest educational level.  Parental support was studied by using the Parental Behavior measure.  Parental monitoring was established by having the adolescents fill out questionnaires about how mindful their parents were about their extracurricular activities. The adolescent’s academic motivation was examined using a 5-item scale.  The Level 2 independent variable, structural neighborhood adversity was examined with a 3-item scale.  This was done by using the 2000 U.S. Census.       

Results: The results showed perceived neighborhood risk was negatively related to GPA.  An increase in perceived monitoring of both mothers and fathers increased GPA.  Academic motivation was a moderator between parental monitoring and GPA. It was also found that mother’s education aspirations for youth and gender were directly related to GPA and males had a lower GPA then females.   
 Discussion:
	Overall this study showed that it is not the structural neighborhood adversity but rather the perceived risk in neighborhoods that leads to adolescent academic achievement.  It is important to realize that the Latino immigrant families that live in these neighborhoods may not see the difference and so it may not influence them.  
	It was also found in this research that academic motivation showed higher GPAs.  Adolescents who saw their parents, especially their mothers, put an importance on education tended to have higher GPAs.  Also when adolescents knew that their parents were monitoring their activities and friends they tended to have higher academic motivation.  Overall girls had higher levels of GPAs then boys did.
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